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What's The Time? 


Ecclesiastes 3:1-8 To every thing there is a season, 
and a time to every purpose under the heaven: A 
time to be born, and a time to die; a time to plant, 
and a time to pluck up that which is planted; A 
time to kill, and a time to heal; a time to break 
down, and a time to build up; A time to weep, and 
a time to laugh; a time to mourn, and a time to 
dance; A time to cast away stones, and a time to 
gather stones together; a time to embrace, and a 
time to refrain from embracing; A time to get, and 
a time to lose; a time to keep, and a time to cast 
away; A time to rend, and a time to sew; a time to 
keep silence, and a time to speak; A time to love, 
and a time to hate; a time of war, and a time of 
peace. 


28 “times” arranged in 14 pairs of opposites. 
E.g. “a time to be born and a time to die’. 
Every timed event is planned by God. 

Each has a “purpose”. 

Everything is “beautiful” in God’s time. 


Ecclesiastes 3:11 He hath made every thing 
beautiful in his time: also he hath set the world in 
their heart, so that no man can find out the work 
that God maketh from the beginning to the end. 


This is beyond our finite comprehension. 
It is still true that the infinite God. 
He is the omnipotent God. 


Ephesians 1:11 In whom also we have obtained an 
inheritance, being predestinated according to the 
purpose of him who worketh all things after the 
counsel of his own will. 


In our time we may not understand. 

How can a particular event can be purposeful? 

How can it be beautiful? 

We have faith that if it occurs in God’s time for it, it is. 


Romans 8:28 And we know that all things work 
together for good to them that love God, to them 
who are the called according to his purpose. 


The time of our birth was not under our control. 
Thirteen of the “times” can be controlled by us. 
But we can't control the day of death. 


Hebrews 9:27 And as it is appointed unto men 
once to die, but after this the judgment. 


Except those still living at the time of the Rapture. 
God has appointed a time for each individual. 
Some may seem to shorten the time by suicide. 
Some thing unhealthy living shortens life. 

These may be true, but Gods still Knows. 

We should say with David: 


Psalm 31:15 My times are in thy hand. 
We should seek to live in godly in our time. 


Colossians 4:5 Walk in wisdom toward them that 
are without, redeeming the time. 
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Suffering Saints 


The Philippian saints not only believed in Christ. 
They also suffered for Hs sake. 

Their faith stood in spite of suffering. 

We don't like discussing this. 


Philippians 1:27-30 Only let your conversation be 
as it becometh the gospel of Christ: that whether | 
come and see you, or else be absent, | may hear 
of your affairs, that ye stand fast in one spirit, with 
one mind striving together for the faith of the 
gospel; And in nothing terrified by your 
adversaries: which is to them an evident token of 
perdition, but to you of salvation, and that of God. 
For unto you it is given in the behalf of Christ, not 
only to believe on him, but also to suffer for his 
sake; Having the same conflict which ye saw in 
me, and now hear to be in me. 


Those who seek to do God’s work often suffer. 
Not evidence of God's displeasure. 
Due to faithfully following God's will. 


The devil and the world won't like this. 

The Philippians were engaged in the highest service. 
It involved the comfort of love. 

The communion of spirit. 

In compassion, and pity. 

This filled up Paul’s joy. 


Philippians 2:1-2 If there be therefore any 
consolation in Christ, if any comfort of love, if any 
fellowship of the Spirit, if any bowels and mercies, 
Fulfil ye my joy, that ye be likeminded, having the 
same love, being of one accord, of one mind. 


This is our calling, too. 


Philippians 2:2-4 Fulfil ye my joy, that ye be 
likeminded, having the same love, being of one 
accord, of one mind. Let nothing be done through 
strife or vainglory; but in lowliness of mind let 
each esteem other better than themselves. Look 
not every man on his own things, but every man 
also on the things of others. 


This service promotes unity. 


Ephesians 4:1-3 | therefore, the prisoner of the 
Lord, beseech you that ye walk worthy of the 
vocation wherewith ye are called, With all 
lowliness and meekness, with longsuffering, 


forbearing one another in love; Endeavouring to 
keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 


But it brings suffering too. 
Nothing is done in our own strength. 
We must allow Christ's mind to be in us 


Philippians 2:5 Let this mind be in you, which was 
also in Christ Jesus. 


We see man exalting himself: 

In entertainment. 

In political ambition. 

In worldly pursuits. 

Even in religion too. 

For us it’s submission and humiliation to God. 


Philippians 2:6-8 Who, being in the form of God, 
thought it not robbery to be equal with God: But 
made himself of no reputation, and took upon him 
the form of a servant, and was made in the 
likeness of men: And being found in fashion as a 
man, he humbled himself, and became obedient 
unto death, even the death of the cross. 


To have the same disposition as Christ. 


2 Corinthians 12:14-15 Behold, the third time | am 
ready to come to you; and I will not be 


burdensome to you: for | seek not yours, but you: 
for the children ought not to lay up for the 
parents, but the parents for the children. And | will 
very gladly spend and be spent for you; though 
the more abundantly | love you, the less | be 
loved. 
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Undivided Maturity 


1 Corinthians 2:6-10 Howbeit we speak wisdom 
among them that are perfect: yet not the wisdom 
of this world, nor of the princes of this world, that 
come to nought: But we speak the wisdom of God 
in a mystery, even the hidden wisdom, which God 
ordained before the world unto our glory: Which 
none of the princes of this world knew: for had 
they known it, they would not have crucified the 
Lord of glory. But as it is written, Eye hath not 
seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the 
heart of man, the things which God hath prepared 
for them that love him. But God hath revealed 
them unto us by his Spirit: for the Spirit searcheth 
all things, yea, the deep things of God. 


Paul possessed the wisdom of God. 

He understood the deep things of God. 

He instructed the Corinthians in these things. 
But sometimes immaturity got in the way. 


1 Corinthians 3:1-2 And I, brethren, could not speak 
unto you as unto spiritual, but as unto carnal, 


even as unto babes in Christ. | have fed you with 
milk, and not with meat: for hitherto ye were not 
able to bear it, neither yet now are ye able. 


The sign of spiritual immaturity is the same today. 
That sign is division. 
They were divided over preferred leaders. 


1 Corinthians 3:4 For while one saith, | am of Paul; 
and another, | am of Apollos; are ye not carnal? 


Some of them were partial to Paul. 

Some preferred Apollos. 

This frustrated the outflow of God’s favour. 

Apollos certainly taught precisely the same as Paul. 
The two men were absolutely one in God’s work. 


1 Corinthians 3:8 Now he that planteth and he that 
watereth are one: and every man shall receive his 
own reward according to his own labour. 


The fleshly Corinthians were foolishly divided. 
Paul attempted to remove the spirit of division. 
Used illustrations from a farm and a building. 

He and Apollos were nothing more than labourers. 


1 Corinthians 3:9 For we are labourers together 
with God: ye are God's husbandry, ye are God's 
building. 


Paul planted the seeds and Apollos watered. 
Neither could make a single seed grow. 
Only God gives growth. 


1 Corinthians 3:6 | have planted, Apollos watered; 
but God gave the increase. 


Who doesn't long for the unity? 

Do we desire to know the deep things of God? 
The eradication of all party spirit is a must. 
Our hearts must be open to God. 

He gives growth and maturity. 


Psalm 133:1 Behold, how good and how pleasant it 
is for brethren to dwell together in unity! 
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Sermon Notes 


The Joy Of Justification 


Romans 5:1-11 Therefore being justified by faith, 
we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ: By whom also we have access by faith into 
this grace wherein we stand, and rejoice in hope 
of the glory of God. And not only so, but we glory 
in tribulations also: knowing that tribulation 
worketh patience; And patience, experience; and 
experience, hope: And hope maketh not ashamed; 
because the love of God is shed abroad in our 
hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given unto us. 
For when we were yet without strength, in due 
time Christ died for the ungodly. For scarcely for a 
righteous man will one die: yet peradventure for a 
good man some would even dare to die. But God 
commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we 
were yet sinners, Christ died for us. Much more 
then, being now justified by his blood, we shall be 
saved from wrath through him. For if, when we 
were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the 
death of his Son, much more, being reconciled, 
we shall be saved by his life. And not only so, but 


we also joy in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
by whom we have now received the atonement. 


We are not justified by degrees or stages. 
It is instantaneous. 

It is a judicial declaration. 

Because of the perfect sacrifice of Christ. 
But justification is not a bare declaration. 
Not simply pronouncing the sinner not guilty. 
Not only imputing righteousness. 

It announces the cessation of all hostilities. 
It paves the way to reconciliation. 

It results in peace with God. 

The believer then enjoys: 

Full pardon for sin. 

Full acceptance with God. 

Full fellowship with God. 

Full salvation. 

This should evoke deep joy. 

It anticipates the glory of God. 


It is an abiding joy that cannot fail. 
It cannot be diluted by circumstances. 
It is the fountainhead of grace. 


Psalm 32:1-2 Blessed is he whose transgression is 
forgiven, whose sin is covered. Blessed is the 
man unto whom the Lord imputeth not iniquity, 
and in whose spirit there is no guile. 
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Draw 
Closer 


Hebrews 10:19-22 Having therefore, brethren, 
boldness to enter into the holiest by the blood of 
Jesus, By a new and living way, which he hath 
consecrated for us, through the veil, that is to say, 
his flesh; And having an high priest over the 
house of God; Let us draw near with a true heart 
in full assurance of faith, having our hearts 
sprinkled from an evil conscience, and our bodies 
washed with pure water. 


Israel had the opportunity to be holy. 

They were in a special relationship with God. 
He had chosen them. 

He redeemed them. 

He invited them into His presence. 

In that relationship He told them to be holy. 
Because He is holy. 

Holiness arises from a relationship with God. 
The closer we get to God the more holy we become. 
The Tabernacle was an illustration of this. 

It was divided into three sections. 


Each represented different degrees of holiness. 


The Outer Court 

The outer court was the farthest place. 

It was regarded as the least holy. 

Every Israelite was allowed in that space. 

The bronze altar of sacrifice was in the outer court. 
The basin used for cleansing the priests. 


The Holy Place 
The holy place was inside the tent. 


That space as closer to God. 

Only the priests were allowed in here. 

The lampstand. 

The table for the bread of the Presence. 

The incense altar was located in the holy place. 
All the furniture was made of gold. 


The Holy of Holies 
The inner room was called qodesh haqodeshim. 


The “holy of holies” or “most holy place”. 


Exodus 26:33-34 And thou shalt hang up the vail 
under the taches, that thou mayest bring in thither 
within the vail the ark of the testimony: and the 
vail shall divide unto you between the holy place 
and the most holy. And thou shalt put the mercy 


seat upon the ark of the testimony in the most 
holy place. 


Only the Ark of the Covenant was in here. 

The Mercy Seat. 

Also gold. 

This room represented the presence of God. 

It was the most holy. 

Only the high priest could enter that room. 
God said He would meet with His people here. 


To move closer to the presence of God. 
The near you come, the holier you get. 
Fear would keep the unholy away. 


1 John 4:18 There is no fear in love; but perfect 
love casteth out fear: because fear hath torment. 
He that feareth is not made perfect in love. 


The closer we get, the more we separate from sin. 
The more consecrated to God we will grow. 


James 4:8 Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh 
to you. Cleanse your hands, ye sinners; and purify 
your hearts, ye double minded. 


Our holiness arises from a relationship with God. 
The key to holiness is staying close to God. 
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We Wont See 
Death 


John 8:51 Verily, verily, | say unto you, If a man 
keep my saying, he shall never see death. 


This passage has been difficult for some preachers. 


They interpret it to mean we will experience spiritual 
death. 


It is true that we will not experience spiritual death. 
Because we have been born twice. 
Jesus is speaking about physical death. 


The Jewish skeptics called Him a heretic for saying 
SO. 


Everyone else had died, including Abraham. 


John 8:52-53 Then said the Jews unto him, Now we 
know that thou hast a devil. Abraham is dead, and 
the prophets; and thou sayest, If a man keep my 
saying, he shall never taste of death. Art thou 
greater than our father Abraham, which is dead? 
and the prophets are dead: whom makest thou 
thyself? 


Christ did not correct them. 
He did not say He meant spiritual death. 


The grave is full of those who physically died while 
believing in Christ. 


Yet He teaches that His followers will “never see 
death.” 


The Greek is very emphatic here. 
It could be literally translated as: 
He shall absolutely not see [physical] death, never. 


Christ is teaching that a believer will never see real 
death. 


For us bodily death is in reality only sleep. 
The key to understanding this is the words “not see.” 
What does this mean here? 


It implies not being interested, not being occupied 
with, indifferent. 


A Christian, therefore, will “not see” or be preoccupied 
with death. 


Our attention will not be on death’s terrors. 
But upon the One who Himself bore death for us. 


He conquered it forever. John 11:26 
And whosoever liveth and 


believeth in me shall never 
die. Believest thou this? 


A Christian can look death calmly and with passive 
interest. 


It holds little influence over him. 


1 Corinthians 15:53-57 For this corruptible must put 
on incorruption, and this mortal must put on 
immortality. So when this corruptible shall have 
put on incorruption, and this mortal shall have put 
on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the 
saying that is written, Death is swallowed up in 
victory. O death, where is thy sting? O grave, 
where is thy victory? The sting of death is sin; and 
the strength of sin is the law. But thanks be to 
God, which giveth us the victory through our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 
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Glory In 
Grace 


1 Chronicles 29:14-16 But who am I, and what is my 
people, that we should be able to offer so willingly 
after this sort? for all things come of thee, and of 
thine own have we given thee. For we are 
strangers before thee, and sojourners, as were all 
our fathers: our days on the earth are as a 
shadow, and there is none abiding. O Lord our 
God, all this store that we have prepared to build 
thee an house for thine holy name cometh of thine 
hand, and is all thine own. 


The Corinthians had fallen into fleshly divisions. 
They preferred one of God’s servants above another. 


1 Corinthians 3:4 For while one saith, | am of Paul; 
and another, | am of Apollos; are ye not carnal? 


They were puffed up against one another. 


1 Corinthians 4:6 And these things, brethren, | have 
in a figure transferred to myself and to Apollos for 
your sakes; that ye might learn in us not to think 
of men above that which is written, that no one of 
you be puffed up for one against another. 


So Paul asked them: 


1 Corinthians 4:7 For who maketh thee to differ 
from another ? and what hast thou that thou didst 
not receive? now if thou didst receive it, why dost 
thou glory, as if thou hadst not received it? 


They had forgotten that everything is from God. 
They could not glory in anything as their own. 
Feeding their vanity by claiming Apollos or Paul. 
The truth is, these two men were a gift of grace. 
We have no reason to be proud of anything. 
Attainments, joys, or anything else. 

All we have. 

All we are. 

All we do. 

We owe to the grace of God. 

“Glory” same as “boast” in Greek. 

Boasting is forever excluded. 

Nothing we have is our own. 


So it is foolish to boast of it. 


We are given everything. 

We can boast in nothing. 

We can only glory in God’s grace. 

Illustration: Bruderhof Community foundered by Eberhard Arnold. 
With this understanding, we must pray: 


Psalm 115:1 Not unto us, O Lord, not unto us, but 
unto thy name give glory, for thy mercy, and for 
thy truth's sake. 
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Are We 
Thankful? 


Numbers 11:1-10 And when the people 
complained, it displeased the Lord: and the Lord 
heard it; and his anger was kindled; and the fire of 
the Lord burnt among them, and consumed them 
that were in the uttermost parts of the camp. And 
the people cried unto Moses; and when Moses 
prayed unto the Lord, the fire was quenched. And 
he called the name of the place Taberah: because 
the fire of the Lord burnt among them. And the 
mixt multitude that was among them fell a lusting: 
and the children of Israel also wept again, and 
said, Who shall give us flesh to eat? We remember 
the fish, which we did eat in Egypt freely; the 
cucumbers, and the melons, and the leeks, and 
the onions, and the garlick: But now our soul is 
dried away: there is nothing at all, beside this 
manna, before our eyes. And the manna was as 
coriander seed, and the colour thereof as the 
colour of bdellium. And the people went about, 
and gathered it, and ground it in mills, or beat it in 
a mortar, and baked it in pans, and made cakes of 
it: and the taste of it was as the taste of fresh oil. 


And when the dew fell upon the camp in the night, 
the manna fell upon it. Then Moses heard the 
people weep throughout their families, every man 
in the door of his tent: and the anger of the Lord 
was kindled greatly; Moses also was displeased. 


Complaints about God's treatment seem incredible. 
Despite His care we grumble. 

Adversity comes and we complain and mean. 
Sometimes we may turn on God. 

We test Him with selfish demands. 

You do this for me and I'll never sin again. 

We doubt His love for us 

His ability to provide for us. 

We disobey Him and rebel. 

Many Israel were greedy. 

They wanted other than what God was providing. 
Instead of thankfulness they murmured. 

They forgot His blessings. 

Such is grievous sin. 


Like unthankful brats they threw a tantrum. 


They were never satisfied. 

They always wanted more. 

God was grieved with them. 

So He gave them their meat (quail). 
It wouldn't be a blessing though! 
They'd eat it until they were sick of it. 


Numbers 11:19-20 Ye shall not eat one day, nor two 
days, nor five days, neither ten days, nor twenty 
days; But even a whole month, until it come out at 
your nostrils, and it be loathsome unto you. 


Numbers 11:31 And there went forth a wind from 
the Lord, and brought quails from the sea, and let 
them fall by the camp, as it were a day's journey 
on this side, and as it were a day's journey on the 
other side, round about the camp, and as it were 
two cubits high upon the face of the earth. 


In response God kindled a fire in the camp. 
He chastened severely. 
Many died of a plague. 


Numbers 11:33 And while the flesh was yet 
between their teeth, ere it was chewed, the wrath 
of the Lord was kindled against the people, and 


the Lord smote the people with a very great 
plague. 


Kibroth-hattaavah - graves of gluttony. 
May we never be guilty of this. 

Let us learn from their example. 

They praised God only in the good times. 


Psalm 106:12-15 Then believed they his words; 
they sang his praise. They soon forgat his works; 
they waited not for his counsel: But lusted 
exceedingly in the wilderness, and tempted God in 
the desert. [15] And he gave them their request; 
but sent leanness into their soul. 


1 Corinthians 10:11 Now all these things happened 
unto them for ensamples: and they are written for 
our admonition, upon whom the ends of the world 
are come. 


God commands us to be thankful 


Philippians 4:6 Be careful for nothing; but in every 
thing by prayer and supplication with 
thanksgiving let your requests be made known 
unto God. 


Colossians 3:15-17 And let the peace of God rule in 
your hearts, to the which also ye are called in one 
body; and be ye thankful. Let the word of Christ 


dwell in you richly in all wisdom; teaching and 
admonishing one another in psalms and hymns 
and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your 
hearts to the Lord. And whatsoever ye do in word 
or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, 
giving thanks to God and the Father by him. 


Our thankfulness for all he has done. 
and is doing pleases him 
It brings blessing to our own souls. 


Isaiah 35:10 And the ransomed of the LorD shall 
return, and come to Zion with songs and 
everlasting joy upon their heads: they shall obtain 
joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall 
flee away. 
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Better Than 
All That 


Proverbs 15:16-17 Better is little with the fear of the 
LORD than great treasure and trouble therewith. 
Better is a dinner of herbs where love is, than a 
stalled ox and hatred therewith. 


There are many such comparisons Proverbs. 

We tend to think in financial terms. 

The true measure of worth isn’t money. 

The opposite is usually true. 

Money doesn't provide happiness. 

It can't produce contentment. 

Look at the lives of the rich and famous. 

Most arguments in the home concerns money. 
Note the frequency of the “equations” in Proverbs. 


Proverbs 16:8 Better is a little with righteousness 
than great revenues without right. 


Proverbs 16:19 Better it is to be of an humble spirit 
with the lowly, than to divide the spoil with the 
proud. 


Proverbs 17:1 Better is a dry morsel, and quietness 
therewith, than an house full of sacrifices with 
strife. 


Proverbs 28:6 Better is the poor that walketh in his 
uprightness, than he that is perverse in his ways, 
though he be rich. 


That which is “better” is found ... 

With the fear of the LORD. 

Where love is. 

Where righteousness is. 

And quietness is there too. 

It is better when one is of an humble spirit. 
When he walketh in his uprightness. 
Affluent Christians need to learn this today. 
Note Paul’s counsel to young Timothy. 
Shows where riches can take people. 


1 Timothy 6:5-6 Perverse disputings of men of 
corrupt minds, and destitute of the truth, 


supposing that gain is godliness: from such 
withdraw thyself. But godliness with contentment 
is great gain. 


Then comes a very sobering commentary: 


1 Timothy 6:9-10 But they that will be rich fall into 
temptation and a snare, and into many foolish and 
hurtful lusts, which drown men in destruction and 
perdition. For the love of money is the root of all 
evil: which while some coveted after, they have 
erred from the faith, and pierced themselves 
through with many sorrows. 


Notice how the majority false teachers are wealthy. 
From the pope to the wealth teachers. 


Mark 10:23-25 And Jesus looked round about, and 
saith unto his disciples, How hardly shall they that 
have riches enter into the kingdom of God! And 
the disciples were astonished at his words. But 
Jesus answereth again, and saith unto them, 
Children, how hard is it for them that trust in 
riches to enter into the kingdom of God! It is 
easier for a camel to go through the eye of a 
needle, than for a rich man to enter into the 
kingdom of God. 
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Will Miracles 
Persuade 
Them? 


Luke 10:13 Woe unto thee, Chorazin! woe unto 
thee, Bethsaida! for if the mighty works had been 
done in Tyre and Sidon, which have been done in 
you, they had a great while ago repented, sitting in 
sackcloth and ashes. 


John 12:37 But though he had done so many 
miracles before them, yet they believed not on 
him. 


Everyone wants to experience a miracle. 
Then they'll believe, won't they? 

Well, not really. 

Israel experienced miracles on a daily basis. 
The ten plagues on Egypt. 

Deliverance from Egypt. 

Crossing the Red Sea. 

Water from the Rock. 


Manna - bread from Heaven. 
Quail. 

Pillar of Fire and Cloud. 

The sounds from Mt. Sinai. 
Shoes never wearing out. 
The list goes on 


Luke 12:48 For unto whomsoever much is given, 
of him shall be much required. 


In the New Testament there is a similar situation. 
The Pharisees came to Christ. 


Matthew 16:1 The Pharisees also with the 
Sadducees came, and tempting desired him that 
he would shew them a sign from heaven. 


Jesus had already performed many signs. 
Feeding the five thousand. 

Walking on water. 

Raising the dead. 

Casting out demons. 

Healing the sick. 


Miracles didn’t convince them to believe. 


Unless there is faith, miracles aren’t enough. 


Hebrews 11:6 But without faith it is impossible to 
please him: for he that cometh to God must 
believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of 
them that diligently seek him. 


If this condition is not met, then profit us nothing. 
For an example of this. 


Luke 16:23,30-31 And in hell he lift up his eyes, 
being in torments, and seeth Abraham afar off, 
and Lazarus in his bosom. And he said, Nay, 
father Abraham: but if one went unto them from 
the dead, they will repent. And he said unto him, If 
they hear not Moses and the prophets, neither will 
they be persuaded, though one rose from the 
dead. 


You see, without faith, they won't be persuaded. 


All the miracles in the world won't persuade them. 
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The Cord 
That Binds 


Galatians 2:20 | am crucified with Christ: 
nevertheless | live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in 
me: and the life which I now live in the flesh | live 
by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and 
gave himself for me. 


This is a description of Jesus Christ’s love toward us: 


Romans 5:7-8 For scarcely for a righteous man 
will one die: yet peradventure for a good man 
some would even dare to die. But God 
commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we 
were yet sinners, Christ died for us. 


Christ died for us while we were still sinners. 

We have nothing to fear now. 

Because we are justified by faith in Him. 

This is a strand of the cord that binds us to Christ. 
Another one is: 


Romans 6:3-4 Know ye not, that so many of us as 
were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into 


his death? Therefore we are buried with him by 
baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised 
up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even 
so we also should walk in newness of life. 


It is crucial that we understand this. 

We are crucified with Christ. 

We are dead to the world, to the law, and to sin. 
We are alive to God. 

So our motto is: 


Galatians 2:20 I am crucified with Christ: 
nevertheless | live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in 
me: and the life which I now live in the flesh | live 
by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and 
gave himself for me. 


We are dead by means of the death of Jesus Christ,. 
We are alive because of His resurrection. 

What does it mean to say, “Christ liveth in me”? 
This isn’t a vague, mystical union with Christ. 

Our life is the result of His death and resurrection. 
Outwardly, we live just as other people do. 


The same things which support our natural lives. 


The difference is that a believer has an inner life. 
One that is activated and supported by faith. 
We live in the revelation of His love. 


It's the cord that binds us to Him. 
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Matthew 6:25-34 Therefore I say unto you, Take no 
thought for your life, what ye shall eat, or what ye 
shall drink; nor yet for your body, what ye shall 
put on. Is not the life more than meat, and the 
body than raiment? Behold the fowls of the air: for 
they sow not, neither do they reap, nor gather into 
barns; yet your heavenly Father feedeth them. Are 
ye not much better than they? Which of you by 
taking thought can add one cubit unto his 
stature? And why take ye thought for raiment? 
Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow; 
they toil not, neither do they spin: And yet | say 
unto you, That even Solomon in all his glory was 
not arrayed like one of these. Wherefore, if God so 
clothe the grass of the field, which to day is, and 
to morrow is cast into the oven, shall he not much 
more clothe you, O ye of little faith? Therefore 
take no thought, saying, What shall we eat? or, 
What shall we drink? or, Wherewithal shall we be 
clothed? (For after all these things do the Gentiles 
seek:) for your heavenly Father knoweth that ye 
have need of all these things. But seek ye first the 


kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all 
these things shall be added unto you. Take 
therefore no thought for the morrow: for the 
morrow shall take thought for the things of itself. 
Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof. 


Sadly, money drives everyday life. 

Israel was anticipating leaving the Sinai wilderness. 
soon be entering the land of milk and honey. 

They were moving from slavery to prosperity. 

They had to remember that Jehovah is God. 

The land is not God; don't worship the land. 

The Canaanites were nature worshippers. 

Much like the New Age today. 

They put nature first, since it’s their god. 

Thee Canaanites worshipped prosperity. 

They worshipped Baal - the god of fertility. 

They worshipped Dagon - god of the grain harvest. 
They worshipped Nahar - the river / water god. 
They worshipped Yamm - the sea god. 


Modern man would do worship such things! 


The world’s gods have different names. 
Car, Bank, Home, Property. 

Some Christians worship Jesus and wealth. 
It does not work. 


Matthew 6:24 No man can serve two masters: for 
either he will hate the one, and love the other; or 
else he will hold to the one, and despise the other. 
Ye cannot serve God and mammon. 


Choose which God you are going to worship. 

Jesus or wealth? 

We cannot worship both. 

The Israelites were surrounded by pagans. 

People who worshiped multiple gods. 

But the one true God told His people to be different. 


Leviticus 25:38 | am the Lord your God, which 
brought you forth out of the land of Egypt, to give 
you the land of Canaan, and to be your God. 


God tells His people to worship only Him. 


Therefore, we do not worship possessions. 
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Matthew 11:25-27 At that time Jesus answered and 
said, | thank thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and 
earth, because thou hast hid these things from the 
wise and prudent, and hast revealed them unto 
babes. Even so, Father: for so it seemed good in 
thy sight. [All things are delivered unto me of my 
Father: and no man knoweth the Son, but the 
Father; neither knoweth any man the Father, save 
the Son, and he to whomsoever the Son will reveal 
him. 


Wisdom and prudence are prized by world. 
Political leaders think they have these. 
Philosophy thinks it is the embodiment of them. 
Intellectuals are convinced they ooze them. 
Religion thinks it is the fountain of them. 

All are incapable of comprehending truth. 
Jesus said Truth is hidden from them. 


He saw truth as a cause for thanksgiving! 


We don't need higher education. 

We don't need the world’s wisdom. 

We can appropriate the true wisdom of God. 
We can understand true wisdom. 


Matthew 18:3 Except ye be converted, and become 
as little children, ye shall not enter into the 
kingdom of heaven. 


The world’s scholars reject the Word of God. 
God promised this would be the case! 


1 Corinthians 1:19-21 For it is written, | will destroy 
the wisdom of the wise, and will bring to nothing 
the understanding of the prudent. Where is the 
wise? where is the scribe? where is the disputer 
of this world? hath not God made foolish the 
wisdom of this world? For after that in the wisdom 
of God the world by wisdom knew not God, it 
pleased God by the foolishness of preaching to 
save them that believe. 


The is genuine wisdom and prudence. 
Found only in Christ. 


Ephesians 1:8 Wherein he hath abounded toward 
us in all wisdom and prudence. 


God desires ... 


1 Corinthians 2:5-8 That your faith should not stand 
in the wisdom of men, but in the power of God. 
Howbeit we speak wisdom among them that are 
perfect: yet not the wisdom of this world, nor of 
the princes of this world, that come to nought: But 
we speak the wisdom of God in a mystery, even 
the hidden wisdom, which God ordained before 
the world unto our glory: Which none of the 
princes of this world knew: for had they known it, 
they would not have crucified the Lord of glory. 


The abounding wisdom and prudence of God. 
Hidden from the wise and prudent of the world. 
Revealed to all who have faith in Christ. 


To those who take Him at His Word. 
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Living Word Clouds 


Without 
Water 


Proverbs 25:14 Whoso boasteth himself of a false 
gift is like clouds and wind without rain. 


Cain initially was a religious man. 
Proud of his achievements as a “tiller of the ground. 


Genesis 4:2 And she again bare his brother Abel. 
And Abel was a keeper of sheep, but Cain was a 
tiller of the ground. 


The ground cursed. 


Genesis 3:17 And unto Adam he said, Because 
thou hast hearkened unto the voice of thy wife, 
and hast eaten of the tree, of which | commanded 
thee, saying, Thou shalt not eat of it: cursed is the 
ground for thy sake; in sorrow shalt thou eat of it 
all the days of thy life. 


He assumed that God would be impressed. 
Especially since he put hard work into it. 


Genesis 4:3-5 And in process of time it came to 
pass, that Cain brought of the fruit of the ground 
an offering unto the Lord. And Abel, he also 


brought of the firstlings of his flock and of the fat 
thereof. And the Lord had respect unto Abel and 
to his offering: But unto Cain and to his offering 
he had not respect. And Cain was very wroth, and 
his countenance fell. 


He became bitterly angry. 
But who could he take it out on? 
The one who had faith in God. 


Hebrews 11:4 By faith Abel offered unto God a 
more excellent sacrifice than Cain, by which he 
obtained witness that he was righteous, God 
testifying of his gifts: and by it he being dead yet 
speaketh. 


A lamb in substitution for his own sin and guilt. 
Cain probably didn’t see himself as a sinner. 
He disbelieved God’s Word. 

Therefore he had no faith. 


Romans 10:17 Faith cometh by hearing, and 
hearing by the word of God. 


Abel obeyed God’s Word. 
Cain had a proud and self-righteous in attitude. 


Presuming to offer up his own merits. 


He offered a false gift. 

No meritorious value whatsoever. 

Like clouds and wind without rain. 

Jude warns against any such presumption. 


Jude 1:11-12 Woe unto them! for they have gone in 
the way of Cain, and ran greedily after the error of 
Balaam for reward, and perished in the gainsaying 
of Core. These are spots in your feasts of charity, 
when they feast with you, feeding themselves 
without fear: clouds they are without water, 
carried about of winds; trees whose fruit 
withereth, without fruit, twice dead, plucked up by 
the roots. 


A severe indictment lodged against all religionists. 
Like Cain, they are superficial. 

Have self-righteous resentment against God. 
They reject the only way of salvation. 


John 1:29 Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh 
away the sin of the world. 


All they offer to God us empty. 
He simply cannot accept their prayers and offerings. 


They will get angry at this! 


We must not boast of our gifts to God. 
We boast of His gift to us. 


Galatians 6:14 But God forbid that | should glory, 
save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by 
whom the world is crucified unto me, and I unto 
the world. 
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Living Word Life And 


Immortality 


1 Corinthians 15:20-23 But now is Christ risen from 
the dead, and become the firstfruits of them that 
slept. For since by man came death, by man came 
also the resurrection of the dead. For as in Adam 
all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive. 
But every man in his own order: Christ the 
firstfruits; afterward they that are Christ's at his 
coming. 


Jesus raised people from the dead. 

They all died again. 

Jesus Is the first to be beyond the power of death. 
He is the firstfruit of the resurrection. 

Where did death came from. 


Romans 5:12 Wherefore, as by one man sin 
entered into the world, and death by sin; and so 
death passed upon all men, for that all have 
sinned. 


This means that death came through Adams sin. 


Everyone sins - everyone dies. 


Jesus broke this pattern because He did not sin. 
Death entered through a man. 
Death departed through a man. 


Romans 5:17 For if by one man's offence death 
reigned by one; much more they which receive 
abundance of grace and of the gift of 
righteousness shall reign in life by one, Jesus 
Christ. 


Through Adam came death. 

Through Christ came life. 

Christ did not simply reverse Adam's original offence. 
God's goal is greater than this. 

He does not want to put us back in the garden. 

To where Adam was before he sinned. 

God operates His plan with a forward motion. 

His grace is more powerful than Adam's offence. 


Romans 5:15 But not as the offence, so also is the 
free gift. For if through the offence of one many be 
dead, much more the grace of God, and the gift by 
grace, which is by one man, Jesus Christ, hath 
abounded unto many. 


The offence brought death to humanity. 
The grace super-abounds to all humankind. 


Romans 5:20 But where sin abounded, grace did 
much more abound. 


So we read that Jesus not only abolished death. 
He also brought life and immortality. 


2 Timothy 1:10 But is now made manifest by the 
appearing of our Saviour Jesus Christ, who hath 
abolished death, and hath brought life and 
immortality to light through the gospel. 


The Gospel of Christ totally transformed us. 
We used to be dead in sin. 
Now we are alive in Christ. 


Now we are immortal. 
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People Of Hope 


Death is a pleasant subject to discuss. 

Death is experienced by everyone. 

It is usually accompanied by sadness. 

Even despair and a sense of hopelessness. 

For some welcome it as a release from suffering. 
Fir Christians it should be different. 

Entrance into a better and fuller life. 

No pain, suffering or tears. 

Do we grieve like those who have no hope? 

It seems that he anticipates that 


1 Thessalonians 4:13 But | would not have you to 
be ignorant, brethren, concerning them which are 
asleep, that ye sorrow not, even as others which 
have no hope. 


This is how followers of the Lord Jesus should think. 
Each year we mark not just the crucifixion. 

But also the resurrection of Jesus. 

We celebrate His victory over death. 


His resurrection is the heart of our faith. 
Paul wrote about these important truths: 


1 Corinthians 15:3-4 For | delivered unto you first of 
all that which | also received, how that Christ died 
for our sins according to the scriptures; And that 
he was buried, and that he rose again the third 
day according to the scriptures. 


You cannot be saved and not believe this. 


1 Corinthians 15:1-2 Moreover, brethren, | declare 
unto you the gospel which | preached unto you, 
which also ye have received, and wherein ye 
stand; By which also ye are saved, if ye keep in 
memory what | preached unto you, unless ye have 
believed in vain. 


Paul wrote of the importance of Christ's resurrection. 
His real bodily resurrection. 

Some Christians were from a Jewish background. 
Others had a Greek background. 

The Old Testament says little about life after death. 
It does mention Sheol - the grave. 

The place where the dead went. 

Not described as a joyous place for the lost. 

But we know it’s not the end. 


Job 19:25-27 For | know that my redeemer liveth, 
and that he shall stand at the latter day upon the 
earth: And though after my skin worms destroy 
this body, yet in my flesh shall | see God: Whom | 
shall see for myself, and mine eyes shall behold, 
and not another; though my reins be consumed 
within me. 


Psalm 16:9-11 Therefore my heart is glad, and my 
glory rejoiceth: my flesh also shall rest in hope. 
For thou wilt not leave my soul in hell; neither wilt 
thou suffer thine Holy One to see corruption. Thou 
wilt shew me the path of life: in thy presence is 
fulness of joy; at thy right hand there are 
pleasures for evermore. 


Psalm 73:24 Thou shalt guide me with thy counsel, 
and afterward receive me to glory. 


The Pharisees believed in life after death. 

The Sadducees denied it completely. 

The Greeks feared death. 

They believed in the immortality of the soul. 

Did not believe in bodily resurrection. 

Paul’s teaching was radically different. 

May have taken early converts by surprise. 
Remember they came from Judaism and paganism. 
Paul taught about the resurrection of the body. 

Not just Christ's body but ours too. 


This is the Christian hope. 
Death has no more dominion over Christ. 


Romans 6:9 Knowing that Christ being raised from 
the dead dieth no more; death hath no more 
dominion over him. 


We are united with Him in His resurrection. 


Romans 6:5 For if we have been planted together 
in the likeness of his death, we shall be also in the 
likeness of his resurrection. 


Therefore death has no more dominion over us either. 
Death has been swallowed up in victory. 
It has lost its sting 


1 Corinthians 15:54-57 So when this corruptible 
shall have put on incorruption, and this mortal 
shall have put on immortality, then shall be 
brought to pass the saying that is written, Death is 
swallowed up in victory. O death, where is thy 
sting? O grave, where is thy victory? The sting of 
death is sin; and the strength of sin is the law. But 
thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory 
through our Lord Jesus Christ. 


We are, therefore, a people of hope. 
Jesus has triumphed over sin and death. 


We who trust in Him can look forward in hope. 
To our new Spiritual resurrection bodies 
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John 11:17-27 Then when Jesus came, he found 
that he had lain in the grave four days already. 
Now Bethany was nigh unto Jerusalem, about 
fifteen furlongs off: And many of the Jews came to 
Martha and Mary, to comfort them concerning 
their brother. Then Martha, as soon as she heard 
that Jesus was coming, went and met him: but 
Mary sat still in the house. Then said Martha unto 
Jesus, Lord, if thou hadst been here, my brother 
had not died. But | know, that even now, 
whatsoever thou wilt ask of God, God will give it 
thee. Jesus saith unto her, Thy brother shall rise 
again. Martha saith unto him, | know that he shall 
rise again in the resurrection at the last day. Jesus 
said unto her, | am the resurrection, and the life: 
he that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet 
shall he live: And whosoever liveth and believeth 
in me shall never die. Believest thou this? She 
saith unto him, Yea, Lord: | believe that thou art 
the Christ, the Son of God, which should come 
into the world. 


We see life through the lens of God’s Spirit. 


Then it makes sense. 

We know we are assured of eternal life. 

Jesus promised we will enjoy resurrection. 

We will enter into glory with a life that can never die. 
Scripture records those who were resuscitated. 
Brought back to mortal life. 

But they would die again. 

Jesus was the first to be resurrected to live forever. 
He will never die again. 

Our perishable bodies will rise imperishable. 


1 Corinthians 15:42-44 So also is the resurrection 
of the dead. It is sown in corruption; it is raised in 
incorruption: It is sown in dishonour; it is raised 
in glory: it is sown in weakness; it is raised in 
power: It is sown a natural body; it is raised a 
spiritual body. There is a natural body, and there is 
a Spiritual body. 


Because of this knowledge we have assurance. 
Faith and calmness during our residency on earth. 
Christianity emphasises this promise. 

God will meet us on the other side of death. 

He will give us an eternity, the ability to live forever. 
The idea of Heaven is not some ethereal dream. 

It is a substantial reality. 

As real as Jesus’ appearances after His resurrection. 


1 Corinthians 15:5-8 And that he was seen of 
Cephas, then of the twelve: After that, he was seen 
of above five hundred brethren at once; of whom 
the greater part remain unto this present, but 
some are fallen asleep. After that, he was seen of 
James; then of all the apostles. And last of all he 
was seen of me also, as of one born out of due 
time. 


We are to live with the confidence. 

Might seem unrealistic to others. 

Eternity is the greatest reality there can ever be. 

It is beyond the capacity of human reason to define. 
To live this way is not to avoid life’s challenges. 

It is to find the faith to live confidently by God’s values. 
Even in the good or bad we encounter. 
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2 Timothy 2:11-13 It is a faithful saying: For if we be 
dead with him, we shall also live with him: If we 
suffer, we shall also reign with him: if we deny 
him, he also will deny us: If we believe not, yet he 
abideth faithful: he cannot deny himself. 


It has been suggested that this is a hymn. 
Much like our choruses today. 

Note the series of ifs. 

Two have a negative connotation. 

Two have a positive connotation. 


If we be dead with him, we shall also live with him. 


The same thought is in other verses. 


Colossians 2:13 And you, being dead in your sins 
and the uncircumcision of your flesh, hath he 
quickened together with him, having forgiven you 
all trespasses. 


If we suffer, we shall also reign with him. 


The word suffer here means endure. 
Refers to be an overcomer. 


Revelation 3:21 To him that overcometh will I grant 
to sit with me in my throne, even as | also 
overcame, and am set down with my Father in his 
throne. 


If we deny him, he also will deny us. 
Some don't like what this is stating. 
Seek to explain it away. 


Matthew 10:33 But whosoever shall deny me 
before men, him will | also deny before my Father 
which is in heaven. 


If we believe not, yet he abideth faithful. 

Jesus is the Faithful One. 

His promises are sure. 

Be they warnings of judgment or promises of blessing. 


Joshua 1:5-6 As I was with Moses, so I will be with 
thee: | will not fail thee, nor forsake thee. Be 
strong and of a good courage. 


Not saying that faithlessness is excusable. 


He remains true to His Word despite who turn away. 


The text begins with the statement: 
It is a faithful saying ... 

It ends with he cannot deny himself. 
Jesus does not change in any way. 


Hebrews 13:8 Jesus Christ the same yesterday, 
and to day, and for ever. 


His very nature demands it. 
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Consequences 


Numbers 19:11-13 He that toucheth the dead body 
of any man shall be unclean seven days. He shall 
purify himself with it on the third day, and on the 
seventh day he shall be clean: but if he purify not 
himself the third day, then the seventh day he 
shall not be clean. Whosoever toucheth the dead 
body of any man that is dead, and purifieth not 
himself, defileth the tabernacle of the Lord; and 
that soul shall be cut off from Israel: because the 
water of separation was not sprinkled upon him, 
he shall be unclean; his uncleanness is yet upon 
him. 


The ultimate expression of sin is death. 


Romans 5:12 Wherefore, as by one man sin 
entered into the world, and death by sin; and so 
death passed upon all men, for that all have 
sinned. 


The Israelites had to be purified. 
After touching or being near a dead. 


Taught the importance of separation from sin. 


Yes, and the consequences of sin. 

The washing by water cleansed physically. 

It also symbolised spiritual cleansing. 

Inward purity. 

A desire to live by the commandments of God. 
Defilement lasted for a certain number of days. 
Why even after been ceremonially purified? 
Sin has consequences which go on for some time. 
We are forgiven upon repentance. 

But there are consequences of our actions. 
Death itself was ultimately defeated by Jesus. 
By His death and resurrection. 

We need not ever fear death. 

Jesus overpowered it. 


2 Timothy 1:10 But is now made manifest by the 
appearing of our Saviour Jesus Christ, who hath 
abolished death, and hath brought life and 
immortality to light through the gospel. 


Hebrews 2:14-15 Forasmuch then as the children 
are partakers of flesh and blood, he also himself 


likewise took part of the same; that through death 
he might destroy him that had the power of death, 
that is, the devil; And deliver them who through 
fear of death were all their lifetime subject to 
bondage. 


Some believers will not even experience death. 


1 Corinthians 15:51 Behold, | shew you a mystery; 
We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed. 


Why? 

Because Jesus paid the price to cleanse us. 
The consequences of sin might still be there. 
Some we might carry through life. 

But we are still saved. 


Romans 8:1-2 There is therefore now no 
condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, 
who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit. [2] 
For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath 
made me free from the law of sin and death. 
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Titus 2:13 Looking for that blessed hope, and the 
glorious appearing of the great God and our 
Saviour Jesus Christ. 


Jesus said He will return for His own. 

The next event on God's prophetic calendar: 
The return of the Lord in the air. 

The sudden Rapture of the Church. 

That can happen at any moment. 

It is a signless event. 

We don't know the day or hour of His return, 
We should live as if today were the day! 

We need to know about the Last Days. 

The Bible alone has the information needed. 
Study of prophecy keeps us aware. 
Especially during troubling times. 


God is in sovereign control. 


Knowing this keeps everything in perspective. 
Knowing that Jesus could return today:- 

Should motivate us in our witnessing. 

Each day is another opportunity to tell others. 
Our friends, loved ones, neighbours, coworkers. 
So until the long-awaited return of Jesus ... 
There is much that can be accomplished. 

Let’s live in constant readiness for His return. 
Turn the world upside down for God. 

We are here at this point in history. 

The chaotic world is needs the truth. 

That hope is found in Jesus Christ only. 

Will we waste the day on temporary distractions? 
How will you use today? 

Perhaps today! 

Let’s not get distracted and defeated. 

The moral decay of today's culture can cause this. 
Be emboldened to proclaim the Gospel. 


Be a light in the darkness! 
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In The Spirit 


access by one Spirit unto the Father. 

We cannot see or hear the Holy Spirit. 

But He is very real. 

He is the very life of each true Christian. 

Through Him that we have access in prayer to God. 
Christ is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
The Holy Spirit has His temple in our very bodies. 
He not only hears each spoken prayer. 

He knows each thought of our hearts. 

We are called to live in the Spirit. 

He is always with us to guide our steps. 

To bear witness that we belong to God. 

To illumine our understanding. 


To convict and chasten when we get out of His will. 


Galatians 5:25 If we live in the Spirit, let us also 
walk in the Spirit. 


We often yield to some worldly temptation. 
Because we have ignored this admonition. 
We failed to obey the Holy Spirit. 


Galatians 5:16 This | say then, Walk in the Spirit, 
and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh. 


His assures our eternal salvation. 
Yet we ignore His constraints on our behaviour. 


Ephesians 4:30 And grieve not the holy Spirit of 
God, whereby ye are sealed unto the day of 
redemption. 


We worshiping God in church. 

But if we really worship Him, we must ... 
Philippians 3:3 Worship God in the spirit. 
When we pray, we must be ... 


Ephesians 6:18 Praying always with all prayer and 
supplication in the Spirit. 


Romans 8:9, 14 But ye are not in the flesh, but in 
the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in 
you. Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, 


he is none of his ... For as many as are led by the 
Spirit of God, they are the sons of God. 
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Isaiah 3:1 For, behold, the Lord, the LORD of 
hosts, doth take away from Jerusalem and from 
Judah the stay and the staff, the whole stay of 
bread, and the whole stay of water. 


The Stay And 
The Staff 


Isaiah lived during a time of spiritual poverty. 

He saw national decline. 

God's judgement was coming on Judah and Israel. 
There was denunciation of sinful practices of Judah. 
The nation was literally falling apart at the seams. 
Isaiah warned against personal pride. 

Against reliance on human resources. 


Isaiah 2:17 And the loftiness of man shall be 
bowed down, and the haughtiness of men shall be 
made low: and the Lord alone shall be exalted in 
that day. 


The word stay is masculine. Forms of the 
same word. 


The word staff is feminine 


Both derived from the word meaning support. 
Isaiah uses this idiom for a reason. 

God will remove any semblance of support. 
Because of sin in all ranks of society. 


Isaiah 3:2-4 The mighty man, and the man of war, 
the judge, and the prophet, and the prudent, and 
the ancient, The captain of fifty, and the 
honourable man, and the counsellor, and the 
cunning artificer, and the eloquent orator. And | 
will give children to be their princes, and babes 
shall rule over them. 


For the purpose of humbling them. 


Isaiah 3:5 And the people shall be oppressed, 
every one by another, and every one by his 
neighbour: the child shall behave himself proudly 
against the ancient, and the base against the 
honourable. 


Jehovah Himself, could be their only real stay or staff. 


Isaiah 4:2 In that day shall the branch of the LORD 
be beautiful and glorious. 


Stay is also translated “lean,” “rely,” or “rest.” 


Proverbs 3:5-6 Trust in the LORD with all thine 
heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding. 


In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall 
direct thy paths. 
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The Permanent Reality 


Mark 13:31 Heaven and earth shall pass away: but 
my words shall not pass away. 


Human life is frail. 
Everything on earth is crumbling and decaying. 
The Word of God is permanent. 


Isaiah 40:6-8 The voice said, Cry. And he said, 
What shall | cry? All flesh is grass, and all the 
goodliness thereof is as the flower of the field: 
The grass withereth, the flower fadeth: because 
the spirit of the Lord bloweth upon it: surely the 
people is grass. The grass withereth, the flower 
fadeth: but the word of our God shall stand for 
ever. 


Change and decay in all around | see 
O Thou who changest not, abide with me 
(Henry Francis Lyte) 


God and His changeless Word remain the same. 


No matter what corruption we see around us. 


We can trust in His Word. 


Hebrews 13:8 Jesus Christ the same yesterday, 
and today, and for ever. 


Temporal life is fundamentally and ultimately insecure. 
Our stability can be derived only from God. 
We have no certain foundation without Him. 


Psalm 119:89 For ever, O Lord, thy word is settled 
in heaven. 


We regard the created world in itself as good. 

For it comes from the hand of the Creator. 

But what man has invented and done is not good. 
All of it will be destroyed. 

Even the present world because of sin. 


1 Corinthians 7:31 The fashion of this world 
passeth away. 


2 Peter 3:7, 11 But the heavens and the earth, 
which are now, by the same word are kept in 
store, reserved unto fire against the day of 
judgment and perdition of ungodly men ... Seeing 
then that all these things shall be dissolved, what 
manner of persons ought ye to be in all holy 
conversation and godliness. 


But God’s will endures. 
His Word teaches and guides us. 
It is a permanent reality now. 


It will be so throughout eternity. 


Living Word Bible Church 
www. LWBC. co. uk 


Living Word Bible Church 


Sermon Notes 


Timely Reminder 


2 Peter 1:13 Yea, I think it meet, as long as | am in 
this tabernacle, to stir you up by putting you in 
remembrance. 


“Stir? = Wake, refresh, inspire. 

Only occurrence in the New Testament in Greek. 

It is easy to get the emotions of a crowd all stirred up. 
The stirring of emotions can be either good or bad. 
Depending on the reason. 

We need to be stirred up by our memories. 

Here are a few things timely reminders. 


2 Peter 1:4 Whereby are given unto us exceeding 
great and precious promises: that by these ye 
might be partakers of the divine nature, having 
escaped the corruption that is in the world 
through lust. 


2 Peter 1:9 But he that lacketh these things is 
blind, and cannot see afar off, and hath forgotten 
that he was purged from his old sins. 


2 Peter 1:15 Moreover I will endeavour that ye may 
be able after my decease to have these things 
always in remembrance. 


Something else needs to be stirred up. 


2 Timothy 1:6 Wherefore | put thee in remembrance 
that thou stir up the gift of God, which is in thee 
by the putting on of my hands. 


Each believer has received certain gifts from God. 
These need to be stirred up. 

Used both boldly and wisely for Christ. 

We certainly need to be stirred up these days. 
Reminded to keep on trusting in God and His Word. 


2 Peter 3:1-3 This second epistle, beloved, | now 
write unto you; in both which I stir up your pure 
minds by way of remembrance: That ye may be 
mindful of the words which were spoken before by 
the holy prophets, and of the commandment of us 
the apostles of the Lord and Saviour: Knowing 
this first, that there shall come in the last days 
scoffers, walking after their own lusts. 


Many have their emotions stirred. 
We must have our minds stirred. 

Minds full of the Word of God. 

If the Scriptures stir our minds ... 


They will stir our hearts too. 
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Jonah’s Jeopardy 


Our God is Almighty. 
How dare we disobey Him! 


Jonah 1:3 But Jonah rose up to flee unto Tarshish 
from the presence of the Lord, and went down to 
Joppa; and he found a ship going to Tarshish: so 
he paid the fare thereof, and went down into it, to 
go with them unto Tarshish from the presence of 
the Lord. 


He is the Creator and Controller of nature. 


Jonah 1:4 But the Lord sent out a great wind into 
the sea, and there was a mighty tempest in the 
sea, so that the ship was like to be broken. 


Jonah 1:17 Now the Lord had prepared a great fish 
to swallow up Jonah. And Jonah was in the belly 
of the fish three days and three nights. 


Jonah 2:10 And the Lord spake unto the fish, and it 
vomited out Jonah upon the dry land. 


Jonah 4:6-7 And the Lord God prepared a gourd, 
and made it to come up over Jonah, that it might 
be a shadow over his head, to deliver him from his 
grief. So Jonah was exceeding glad of the gourd. 
But God prepared a worm when the morning rose 
the next day, and it smote the gourd that it 
withered. 


God sees our backslidings. 

Only a fool would say “No” to Him 

God is not pleased with our lack of commitment 
We can’t run from Him for long. 


Psalm 139:7-10 Whither shall | go from thy spirit? 
or whither shall | flee from thy presence? If | 
ascend up into heaven, thou art there: if | make 
my bed in hell, behold, thou art there. If | take the 
wings of the morning, and dwell in the uttermost 
parts of the sea; Even there shall thy hand lead 
me, and thy right hand shall hold me. 


He'll raise a storm to stop us. 


Jonah 1:4 But the Lord sent out a great wind into 
the sea, and there was a mighty tempest in the 
sea, so that the ship was like to be broken. 


Problems, trials, difficulties. 


He also has a “whale” to stop us 


Guilt, despondency, heartache. 
Resisting God is not worth it! 


1 Corinthians 9:16 For though I preach the gospel, I 
have nothing to glory of: for necessity is laid upon 
me; yea, woe is unto me, if | preach not the 
gospel! 


God has given us the truth to share. 
His love is not just for an elect few. 


Jonah 1:2 Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city, and 
cry against it; for their wickedness is come up 
before me. 


His salvation message is for all - the whosoever. 


2 Peter 3:9 The Lord is not slack concerning his 
promise, as some men count slackness; but is 
longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any 
should perish, but that all should come to 
repentance. 


Why don’t we go? 

We don't love God enough? 

We think they don’t deserve salvation? 
We think they cannot be saved? 


We don't love the lost enough? 


God tells us to go. 

We stay at home. 

We resist the call of God. 

We are too concerned about ourselves. 
We are not willing to die to the flesh. 

Yes, we know that the Lord loves the lost. 


Jonah 4:2 And he prayed unto the Lord, and said, | 
pray thee, O Lord, was not this my saying, when | 
was yet in my country? Therefore | fled before 
unto Tarshish: for | knew that thou art a gracious 
God, and merciful, slow to anger, and of great 
kindness, and repentest thee of the evil. 


Yes, we know He will save all who will repent. 


Jonah 3:10 And God saw their works, that they 
turned from their evil way; and God repented of 
the evil, that he had said that he would do unto 
them; and he did it not. 


We should delight in the preaching of God’s Word. 
When sinners get saved it proves our God is God. 
We should rejoice when they do come to the Lord. 


Luke 15:7 I say unto you, that likewise joy shall be 
in heaven over one sinner that repenteth, more 


than over ninety and nine just persons, which 
need no repentance. 
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Faith’s Gentle Touch 


Mark 5:25-34 And a certain woman, which had an 
issue of blood twelve years, And had suffered 
many things of many physicians, and had spent 
all that she had, and was nothing bettered, but 
rather grew worse, When she had heard of Jesus, 
came in the press behind, and touched his 
garment. For she said, If | may touch but his 
clothes, | shall be whole. And straightway the 
fountain of her blood was dried up; and she felt in 
her body that she was healed of that plague. And 
Jesus, immediately knowing in himself that virtue 
had gone out of him, turned him about in the 
press, and said, Who touched my clothes? And 
his disciples said unto him, Thou seest the 
multitude thronging thee, and sayest thou, Who 
touched me? And he looked round about to see 
her that had done this thing. But the woman 
fearing and trembling, knowing what was done in 
her, came and fell down before him, and told him 
all the truth. And he said unto her, Daughter, thy 
faith hath made thee whole; go in peace, and be 
whole of thy plague. 


The scene. 

The woman's dilemma. 

The Curse she endured. 

The sickness (12 years). 

The search (no doctors could help). 
All the doors were closed. 

Her healing was impossible. 


Mark 10:27 With men it is impossible, but not with 
God: for with God all things are possible. 


The Courage she exhibited. 
She had the Law against her. 


Leviticus 15:25 And if a woman have an issue of 
her blood many days out of the time of her 
separation, or if it run beyond the time of her 
separation; all the days of the issue of her 
uncleanness shall be as the days of her 
separation: she shall be unclean. 


She had to go through the crowd. 
She did not hesitate. 


James 1:6-8 But let him ask in faith, nothing 
wavering. For he that wavereth is like a wave of 


the sea driven with the wind and tossed. For let 
not that man think that he shall receive any thing 
of the Lord. A double minded man is unstable in 
all his ways. 


The Contact she encountered. 
She touched Jesus. 
She had faith. 


Hebrews 11:6 But without faith it is impossible to 
please him: for he that cometh to God must 
believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of 
them that diligently seek him. 


The Cure she experienced. 

Her healing was instant. 

Her healing was inspiring (she felt it). 
What kind of faith do we have? 

Does it stop at every obstacle? 

Is the faith that Jesus feels? 

True faith is honoured by God. 


Luke 18:8 When the Son of man cometh, shall he 
find faith on the earth?. 
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Humble Thyselt 


We know the story of Naaman the Syrian. 
A commander of the army. 

Important and proud. 

Jesus used him as an example. 


Luke 4:27 Many lepers were in Israel in the time of 
Eliseus the prophet; and none of them was 
cleansed, saving Naaman the Syrian. 


It is also a striking picture of salvation. 
Naaman was a great and highly acclaimed general. 
Stricken with an incurable and loathsome disease. 


2 Kings 5:1 Now Naaman, captain of the host of the 
king of Syria, was a great man with his master, 
and honourable, because by him the Lord had 
given deliverance unto Syria: he was also a 
mighty man in valour, but he was a leper. 


All are afflicted with the lethal disease of sin. 


The proud man needed to be cured. 

How could he conduct his life like this? 

He had to humble himself in several ways. 
H had to accept the advice of a slave girl. 
She was from an enemy nation. 


2 Kings 5:2-3 And the Syrians had gone out by 
companies, and had brought away captive out of 
the land of Israel a little maid; and she waited on 
Naaman's wife. And she said unto her mistress, 
Would God my lord were with the prophet that is 
in Samaria! for he would recover him of his 
leprosy. 


He journeyed to that enemy nation. 
He went to see its prophet. 

Of the God he had repudiated. 

To him Jehovah was a weak God. 


2 Kings 5:8-9 And it was so, when Elisha the man 
of God had heard that the king of Israel had rent 
his clothes, that he sent to the king, saying, 
Wherefore hast thou rent thy clothes? let him 
come now to me, and he shall know that there is a 
prophet in Israel. So Naaman came with his 


horses and with his chariot, and stood at the door 
of the house of Elisha. 


He to travel still further at the word of the prophet. 
Elisha would not even come out to meet him. 
This infuriated him. 


2 Kings 5:10-12 And Elisha sent a messenger unto 
him, saying, Go and wash in Jordan seven times, 
and thy flesh shall come again to thee, and thou 
shalt be clean. But Naaman was wroth, and went 
away, and said, Behold, | thought, He will surely 
come out to me, and stand, and call on the name 
of the Lord his God, and strike his hand over the 
place, and recover the leper. Are not Abana and 
Pharpar, rivers of Damascus, better than all the 
waters of Israel? may | not wash in them, and be 
clean? So he turned and went away in a rage. 


Finally he immerse himself in Jordan. 
Not once, but seven times. 


2 Kings 5:13-14 And his servants came near, and 
spake unto him, and said, My father, if the prophet 
had bid thee do some great thing, wouldest thou 
not have done it ? how much rather then, when he 
saith to thee, Wash, and be clean? Then went he 
down, and dipped himself seven times in Jordan, 
according to the saying of the man of God: and 


his flesh came again like unto the flesh of a little 
child, and he was clean. 


He had resented being so humiliated. 

But his condition was hopeless. 

He did all these things God’s way. 

He was marvellously healed. 

The leprous flesh became as the flesh of a little child. 
But he needed the obedient faith of a little child. 

The same principle is true for every lost sinner. 


James 4:10 Humble yourselves in the sight of the 
Lord, and he shall lift you up. 


Matthew 18:3-4 Except ye be converted, and 
become as little children, ye shall not enter into 
the kingdom of heaven. Whosoever therefore shall 
humble himself as this little child, the same is 
greatest in the kingdom of heaven. 


(=, Living Word Bible Church 


Sermon Notes 


High Time To Awake 


Romans 13:11-14 And that, knowing the time, that 
now it is high time to awake out of sleep: for now 
is our salvation nearer than when we believed. 
The night is far spent, the day is at hand: let us 
therefore cast off the works of darkness, and let 
us put on the armour of light. Let us walk 
honestly, as in the day; not in rioting and 
drunkenness, not in chambering and wantonness, 
not in strife and envying. But put ye on the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and make not provision for the flesh, 
to fulfil the lusts thereof. 


All the ages are culminating to the last one. 


1 Corinthians 10:11 Now all these things happened 
unto them for ensamples: and they are written for 
our admonition, upon whom the ends of the world 
are come. 


1 Corinthians 15:22-23 For as in Adam all die, even 
so in Christ shall all be made alive. But every man 
in his own order: Christ the firstfruits; afterward 
they that are Christ's at his coming. 


We now live in the present evil world. 
The one Christ died for. 
The one which has a expiry date. 


Galatians 1:4 Who gave himself for our sins, that 
he might deliver us from this present evil world, 
according to the will of God and our Father. 


Several ages (dispensations) have done. 

Made way for another. 

Dispensation of Innocence (Creation to the Fall). 
Dispensation of Conscience (Adam to Noah). 
Dispensation of Government (Noah to Abraham). 
Dispensation of Promise (Abraham to Moses). 
Dispensation of Law (Moses to Christ). 
Dispensation of Grace (Church Age). 
Dispensation of the Kingdom (Millennial). 

Ours will make way for the New Heaven and Earth. 
Times and seasons come and go. 

Now is the time for believers to wake up. 


Paul pictures our era as the dawning of day. 


A period in which darkness gives way to light. 
The Gospel is that light. 


2 Timothy 1:10 But is now made manifest by the 
appearing of our Saviour Jesus Christ, who hath 
abolished death, and hath brought life and 
immortality to light through the gospel. 


Only Satan keeps people in the dark. 


2 Corinthians 4:4 In whom the god of this world 
hath blinded the minds of them which believe not, 
lest the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who 
is the image of God, should shine unto them. 


But the full light of day is coming. 
At Jesus Christ's return. 

We wake up in the morning. 

We prepare for the day ahead. 

We cast off darkness. 

We walk in the light. 

Each morning we dress for the day. 
So we must put on Christ. 

Our daily conduct exalts Him. 


Our endeavours shine light in the darkness. 


We don't hide in the shadows. 
We don't follow shameful things. 


Only those who are awake can do this. 
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The King’s Word 


Ecclesiastes 8:4 Where the word of a king is, there 
is power: and who may say unto him, What doest 
thou? 


The king’s word was important. 

It was to be respected. 

It was the voice of authority. 

Life and death was under his power. 


Daniel 2:37 Thou, O king, art a king of kings: for 
the God of heaven hath given thee a kingdom, 
power, and strength, and glory. 


He was answerable to no other man. 

His his authority came from God. 

Romans 13:1 For there is no power but of God. 
Many kings have had to learn this the hard way. 


God could remove them. 


Especially if they abused their power. 
There is one King who will never fall from power. 


1 Timothy 6:15-16 Which in his times he shall shew, 
who is the blessed and only Potentate, the King of 
kings, and Lord of lords; Who only hath 
immortality, dwelling in the light which no man 
can approach unto; whom no man hath seen, nor 
can see: to whom be honour and power 
everlasting. Amen. 


The Lord Jesus Christ has asserted ... 


Matthew 28:18 All power is given unto me in 
heaven and in earth. 


One day all will acknowledge: 


Revelation 4:11 Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive 
glory and honour and power: for thou hast created 
all things. 


In that day all ... 


Revelation 11:15 The kingdoms of this world [shall] 
become the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his 
Christ; and he shall reign for ever and ever. 


He is King of all kings. 


He is... 


Revelation 19:13 Called The Word of God. 

This King’s Word spoke everything into existence. 
His word could calm a violent storm. 

He called Lazarus back from death. 


Hebrews 4:12 The word of God is quick, and 
powerful. 


Therefore ... 


2 Corinthians 1:20 All the promises of God in him 
are yea, and in him Amen. 
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Illuminated 


Revelation 22:5 And there shall be no night there; 
and they need no candle, neither light of the sun; 
for the Lord God giveth them light: and they shall 
reign for ever and ever. 


The Bible reveals that God is light. 


1 John 1:5 God is light, and in him is no darkness 
at all. 


One day there will be no more darkness. 


Revelation 21:25 And the gates of it shall not be 
shut at all by day: for there shall be no night there. 


Revelation 22:5 And there shall be no night there; 
and they need no candle, neither light of the sun; 
for the Lord God giveth them light: and they shall 
reign for ever and ever. 


Why, then, is there darkness? 
Where did it come from? 


God gives the answer. 


Isaiah 45:6-7 That they may know from the rising 
of the sun, and from the west, that there is none 
beside me. | am the Lord, and there is none else. | 
form the light, and create darkness: | make peace, 
and create evil: | the Lord do all these things. 


Light was always in and with God. 

But the darkness had to be created! 

And it has a purpose. 

Serves as a contrast to the light. 

We were created to have fellowship with their Creator. 
Not as robots but in freedom. 

Darkness served as the choice man could make. 

Man could rebel against God and the light. 

Satan rules the host of darkness. 


Ephesians 6:12 For we wrestle not against flesh 
and blood, but against principalities, against 
powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this 
world, against spiritual wickedness in high places. 


Since Adam men have chosen the darkness. 


John 3:19 And this is the condemnation, that light 
is come into the world, and men loved darkness 
rather than light, because their deeds were evil. 


And have been practicing its works. 


Romans 13:12 The night is far spent, the day is at 
hand: let us therefore cast off the works of 
darkness, and let us put on the armour of light. 


The darkness is their final destination. 


Jude 1:13 Raging waves of the sea, foaming out 
their own shame; wandering stars, to whom is 
reserved the blackness of darkness for ever. 


The Creator has become our Redeemer. 


1 Peter 2:9 But ye are a chosen generation, a royal 
priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that 
ye should shew forth the praises of him who hath 
called you out of darkness into his marvellous 
light. 


He paid the great price for our redemption. 


Colossians 1:13-14 Who hath delivered us from the 
power of darkness, and hath translated us into the 
kingdom of his dear Son: In whom we have 
redemption through his blood, even the 
forgiveness of sins. 


We are now free to fellowship with God. 
He had planned this before the world began. 


We now live in the light. 


Ephesians 5:11 And have no fellowship with the 
unfruitful works of darkness, but rather reprove 
them. 
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The New Heavens And New Earth 


Isaiah 65:17 For, behold, | create new heavens and 
a new earth: and the former shall not be 
remembered, nor come into mind. 


There is a glorious future awaiting the redeemed. 
Creation of the heavens and the earth is eternal. 


Psalm 148:4-6 Praise him, ye heavens of heavens, 
and ye waters that be above the heavens. Let 
them praise the name of the Lord: for he 
commanded, and they were created. He hath also 
stablished them for ever and ever: he hath made a 
decree which shall not pass. 


They now groaning in pain. 
Due to the effects of sin and the curse. 
When the Lord returns, they will be delivered. 


Romans 8:21 Because the creature itself also shall 
be delivered from the bondage of corruption into 
the glorious liberty of the children of God. 


God will make them all new again, 
The scars of sin and death burned away. 


2 Peter 3:10 But the day of the Lord will come as a 
thief in the night; in the which the heavens shall 
pass away with a great noise, and the elements 
shall melt with fervent heat, the earth also and the 
works that are therein shall be burned up. 


The Bible does teach this. 
It assures us that they will be wonderful. 
This present creation will be forgotten. 


Isaiah 66:22 For as the new heavens and the new 
earth, which | will make, shall remain before me, 
saith the LORD, so shall your seed and your name 
remain. 


The heavens and Earth will remain eternally. 
Inhabited by true spiritual children. 
God will create them by His Word. 


They are His promise. 


2 Peter 3:13 Nevertheless we, according to his 
promise, look for new heavens and a new earth, 
wherein dwelleth righteousness. 


There will no sin be present. 
The results of sin and the curse are gone. 


Revelation 21:1, 4 And | saw a new heaven and a 
new earth: for the first heaven and the first earth 
were passed away; ... And God shall wipe away all 
tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more 
death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall 
there be any more pain: for the former things are 
passed away. 
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If | Be Lifted Up 


Very dramatic events in the wilderness. 
Involving the fiery serpents in Numbers 21. 

The people of Israel complained. 

God sent fiery serpents that bit and killed many. 


Numbers 21:6 And the Lord sent fiery serpents 
among the people, and they bit the people; and 
much people of Israel died. 


Fiery (Hebrew, seraph) can refer to serpents. 
Appearance reddish-copper colour. 

Or to the burning inflammation their venom produced. 
Israel today has snakes called seraphs. 

The people had to confess their sin. 

God did not remove the serpents. 


He provided the remedy against the fatality. 


Numbers 21:8 And the Lord said unto Moses, Make 
thee a fiery serpent, and set it upon a pole: and it 
shall come to pass, that every one that is bitten, 
when he looketh upon it, shall live. 


The bronze image focused the Israelites’ faith on God. 
Everyone bitten could look to His promise and live. 
The copper came from the hoard of items. 


Exodus 3:21-22 And I will give this people favour in 
the sight of the Egyptians: and it shall come to 
pass, that, when ye go, ye shall not go empty: But 
every woman shall borrow of her neighbour, and 
of her that sojourneth in her house, jewels of 
silver, and jewels of gold, and raiment: and ye 
shall put them upon your sons, and upon your 
daughters; and ye shall spoil the Egyptians. 


The Egyptians' source of copper was the Tina valley. 
It included a temple to Hathor. 

A goddess often depicted as a cow. 

Undoubtedly, this was the golden calf. 

The people had rejected God's promises 

The Midianites also worshiped at this site. 


In the shrine was a snake with a gilded head. 


It resembles the serpent in Numbers. 

The image of the bronze serpent. 

Called Nehushtan (brazen thing), 

It was preserved for centuries. 

By the time of King Hezekiah (715-687 BC). 
It had lost its significance. 

It was a promise to save sinners. 

It became a cult. 

It was thought to have magical healing powers. 
There have always been snake cults. 

The bronze serpent became like an idol. 
But Hezekiah destroyed it. 


2 Kings 18:4 He removed the high places, and 
brake the images, and cut down the groves, and 
brake in pieces the brasen serpent that Moses had 
made: for unto those days the children of Israel 
did burn incense to it: and he called it Nehushtan. 


Jesus used the fiery-serpent incident. 
Used to explain how He interceded for us. 


We were fatally bitten by that old serpent. 


Revelation 12:9 And the great dragon was cast out, 
that old serpent, called the Devil, and Satan, which 
deceiveth the whole world: he was cast out into 
the earth, and his angels were cast out with him. 


Dying from the poison of sin. 


John 3:14-16 And as Moses lifted up the serpent in 
the wilderness, even so must the Son of man be 
lifted up: That whosoever believeth in him should 
not perish, but have eternal life. For God so loved 
the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but 
have everlasting life. 


The source of sinful suffering cannot be removed. 
But we have a remedy from its fatal effects. 
If we realise we are doomed to die for our sin. 


Romans 5:12 Wherefore, as by one man sin 
entered into the world, and death by sin; and so 
death passed upon all men, for that all have 
sinned. 


Then look to the Cross. 
The object God has raised up 


To heal the poison of sin. 


John 12:32 And |, if | be lifted up from the earth, 
will draw all men unto me. 


We will live eternally with Christ. 
God will remove the serpent forever. 


Revelation 20:10 And the devil that deceived them 
was Cast into the lake of fire and brimstone, where 
the beast and the false prophet are, and shall be 
tormented day and night for ever and ever. 
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Written On The Heart 


Deuteronomy 9:10 In his covenant love God gave 
to his people laws by which they might respond to 
him. 


The preamble to the Ten Commandments. 
Speaks of a redeemed people. 


Exodus 20:2 | am the Lord thy God, which have 
brought thee out of the land of Egypt, out of the 
house of bondage. 


There was to be an expected response. 
The law spoke of privilege as well as precept. 


Deuteronomy 4:7-8 For what nation is there so 
great, who hath God so nigh unto them, as the 
Lord our God is in all things that we call upon him 
for? And what nation is there so great, that hath 
statutes and judgments so righteous as all this 
law, which I set before you this day? 


They were described as ... 


Deuteronomy 9:10 And the Lord delivered unto me 
two tables of stone written with the finger of God; 
and on them was written according to all the 
words, which the Lord spake with you in the 
mount out of the midst of the fire in the day of the 
assembly. 


God is the source of the words. 

Unique and permanent revelation of God. 

They were put in the ark of the covenant. 
Worship and obedience must go hand in hand. 
Prophets and Jesus constantly reminded of this. 


Matthew 2:13 And when they were departed, 
behold, the angel of the Lord appeareth to Joseph 
in a dream, saying, Arise, and take the young child 
and his mother, and flee into Egypt, and be thou 
there until | bring thee word: for Herod will seek 
the young child to destroy him. 


God was the immediate author of the tablets. 
The Spirit writes them on our hearts. 


2 Corinthians 3:3 Forasmuch as ye are manifestly 
declared to be the epistle of Christ ministered by 
us, written not with ink, but with the Spirit of the 
living God; not in tables of stone, but in fleshy 
tables of the heart. 


Brings the law of a changed life in Christ. 


Jeremiah 31:33 But this shall be the covenant that | 
will make with the house of Israel; After those 
days, saith the Lord, | will put my law in their 
inward parts, and write it in their hearts; and will 
be their God, and they shall be my people. 


Spellbound 


Galatians 3:1 O foolish Galatians, who hath 
bewitched you, that ye should not obey the truth, 
before whose eyes Jesus Christ hath been 
evidently set forth, crucified among you? 


The Greek for “bewitched” is used once in NT. 
Not referring to witchcraft as such. 

Means ‘deceived’ or ‘fascinated’. 

There are no commendations in Galatians. 
No prayer requests. 

Paul was deeply disappointed with them. 

He has plainly and clearly taught them. 

Set out the most important truth. 


1 Corinthians 2:2 Jesus Christ, and him crucified. 


They had believed. 

They did understand about grace. 

They had liberty in Christ. 

But still they fell away so quickly. 

The problem is just the same today. 

Maybe even worse because of cults. 
Professing believers accepting false doctrine. 


Believing in evolution. 

Believing in materialism. 

Living hedonistic lives. 

Emotionalism has replaced spirituality. 
And it is seen in the mess they make. 


Ephesians 4:14 That we henceforth be no more 
children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with 
every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and 
cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to 
deceive. 


For the Galatians it was legalism. 

The dominance of religion. 

Clever salesmen persuaded them to buy into it. 
Peer pressure added to the caption. 

Deceivers consider themselves enlightened. 
Bringing an up-to-date version of the truth. 
Those who reject it are considered old fashioned. 
But Scripture deems them to be fools. 


Galatians 3:3 Are ye so foolish? having begun in 
the Spirit, are ye now made perfect by the flesh? 


Those without Christ think the Gospel is stupid. 
To believe the Bible is idiotic. 
Not to believe in evolution is ridiculous. 


Dumb people don’t go along with the new morality. 
ld rather be a fool for Christ. 

To believe He is the Creator. 

The Saviour. 

The soon coming King. 


Colossians 2:2-4 That their hearts might be 
comforted, being knit together in love, and unto all 
riches of the full assurance of understanding, to 
the acknowledgement of the mystery of God, and 
of the Father, and of Christ; In whom are hid all 
the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. And this | 
say, lest any man should beguile you with enticing 
words. 


Those who reject Christ always glory. 
In themselves. 

In new found freedom. 

In religion and ritual. 

In their special insight. 

We should be different. 


Galatians 6:14 God forbid that | should glory, save 
in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom 
the world is crucified unto me, and | unto the 
world. 
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The God Of All Grace 


1 Peter 5:10-11 The God of all grace, who hath 
called us unto his eternal glory by Christ Jesus, 
after that ye have suffered a while, make you 
perfect, stablish, strengthen, settle you. To him be 
glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen. 


This passage lists another name for God. 

The God of all grace. 

Peter ends with amen. 

This is prayer for the God of all grace to ... 

Perfect. 

Stablish. 

Strengthen. 

settle. 

Especially suffering believers. 

We desperately need God's grace in the trials of life. 


Our faith journey also began in grace. 


Ephesians 2:1-3 And you hath he quickened, who 
were dead in trespasses and sins; Wherein in time 
past ye walked according to the course of this 
world, according to the prince of the power of the 
air, the spirit that now worketh in the children of 
disobedience: Among whom also we all had our 
conversation in times past in the lusts of our 
flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the 
mind; and were by nature the children of wrath, 
even as others. 


Unregenerate sinners are spiritually dead. 
Enslaved to the ways of Satan. 

Because of the sinful desires of the flesh. 
The desires of the mind. 

Ultimately destined for God’s wrath. 
God’s grace-alone is the remedy. 


Ephesians 2:8 For by grace are ye saved through 
faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of 
God. 


Amazing grace is not just for our original deliverance. 
It is the sustaining work of salvation. 


And for all eternity. 


Ephesians 2:7 That in the ages to come he might 
shew the exceeding riches of his grace in his 
kindness toward us through Christ Jesus. 


Thanks be to the God of all grace. 


Psalm 86:5 For thou, Lord, art good, and ready to 
forgive; and plenteous in mercy unto all them that 
call upon thee. 


Psalm 86:15 But thou, O Lord, art a God full of 
compassion, and gracious, longsuffering, and 
plenteous in mercy and truth. 


Living Word Bible Church 


sermon Notes 


Dumb Idolatry 


Psalm 115:4-/7 Their idols are silver and gold, the 
work of men’s hands. They have mouths, but they 
speak not: eyes have they, but they see not: They 
have ears, but they hear not: noses have they, but 
they smell not: They have hands, but they handle 
not: feet have they, but they walk not: neither 
speak they through their throat. 


We shouldn't worship anything other than God. 
Idols are works of human hands. 

The living God is our Creator Jesus Christ. 
There’s a modern equivalent of this idolatry. 

A mystical imaginary process of nature. 
Darwinian evolution. 

This fake agent. 


Worship of the so-called the fossil record. 


There’s more to glean from this text. 
Man purposefully engineers elaborate things. 
God created man in His image. 


Genesis 1:27 So God created man in his own 
image, in the image of God created he him; male 
and female created he them. 


Not so with other living creatures. 
This highlights idolatry as a ridiculous concept. 


Isaiah 44:12-17 The smith with the tongs both 
worketh in the coals, and fashioneth it with 
hammers, and worketh it with the strength of his 
arms: yea, he is hungry, and his strength faileth: 
he drinketh no water, and is faint. The carpenter 
stretcheth out his rule; he marketh it out with a 
line; he fitteth it with planes, and he marketh it out 
with the compass, and maketh it after the figure of 
a man, according to the beauty of a man; that it 
may remain in the house. He heweth him down 
cedars, and taketh the cypress and the oak, which 
he strengtheneth for himself among the trees of 
the forest: he planteth an ash, and the rain doth 
nourish it. Then shall it be for a man to burn: for 
he will take thereof, and warm himself; yea, he 
kindleth it, and baketh bread; yea, he maketh a 
god, and worshippeth it; he maketh it a graven 


image, and falleth down thereto. He burneth part 
thereof in the fire; with part thereof he eateth 
flesh; he roasteth roast, and is satisfied: yea, he 
warmeth himself, and saith, Aha, | am warm, I have 
seen the fire: And the residue thereof he maketh a 
god, even his graven image: he falleth down unto 
it, and worshippeth it, and prayeth unto it, and 
saith, Deliver me; for thou art my god. 


These were not cave-dwelling imbeciles. 

Modern bioengineering agrees the wonder of creation. 
Whether they want to acknowledge it or not. 

Humans inherently perceive design. 


Romans 1:20 For the invisible things of him from 
the creation of the world are clearly seen, being 
understood by the things that are made...so that 
they are without excuse. 
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The Sufficiency Of God’s Grace 


2 Corinthians 12:9 And he said unto me, My grace 
is sufficient for thee: for my strength is made 
perfect in weakness. Most gladly therefore will | 
rather glory in my infirmities, that the power of 
Christ may rest upon me. 


How many times have we been in dire situations? 
Then looked back later and realised the miraculous. 
We came through only by God’s grace. 

Paul spoke of some unspecified continuing affliction. 
Possibly torment from persecutors. 

God was allowing him to endure it. 

Paul asks three times to have the affliction removed. 
Received direct message from the Lord Jesus. 

The contrast in verbal tenses. 

The prayer is in the simple past tense. 


Completed rather than ongoing. 


Christ’s message that starts with He said. 

The perfect tense - continuing. 

The ongoing effect of God’s grace. 

Is sufficient and made perfect are timeless. 
Christ’s grace and strength are a present and active. 
For every moment of the believer's life! 


2 Corinthians 12:9-11 And he said unto me, My 
grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is 
made perfect in weakness. Most gladly therefore 
will | rather glory in my infirmities, that the power 
of Christ may rest upon me. Therefore | take 
pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in 
necessities, in persecutions, in distresses for 
Christ's sake: for when | am weak, then am | 
strong. | am become a fool in glorying; ye have 
compelled me: for | ought to have been 
commended of you: for in nothing am | behind the 
very chiefest apostles, though I be nothing. 
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The Rock Of My Salvation 


Deuteronomy 32:4 He is the Rock, his work is 
perfect: for all his ways are judgment: a God of 
truth and without iniquity, just and right is he. 


Here in the song of Moses. 

Israel was about to enter the Promised Land 
First of 40 references to God as the Rock. 
Appears 4 times in this song. 

Verse 15, He is the “Rock of salvation.” 
Verse 18, He is “the Rock that begat thee.” 
Verse 30, This Rock doesn't sell out His own. 
Verse 31, He is the true Rock. 

The Bible has many verses of God as a Rock. 


Psalm 31:2 Be Thou my strong rock. 
Psalm 61:2 The rock that is higher than lI. 
Psalm 62:7 The rock of my strength. 
Psalm 94:22 The rock of my refuge. 
Isaiah 32:2 A great rock in a weary land. 


During the wilderness wanderings. 
The Israelites had water from the rock. 


Paul tells us that this rock was Jesus. 


1 Corinthians 10:4 And did all drink the same 
spiritual drink: for they drank of that spiritual 
Rock that followed them: and that Rock was 
Christ. 


Jesus builds upon the rock. 


Matthew 16:18 Upon this rock | will build my 
church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail 
against it. 


The rock of course is faith in Christ. 
There is no salvation other than the rock. 
For unbelievers, the rock destroys them. 


1 Peter 2:8 And a stone of stumbling, and a rock of 
offence, even to them which stumble at the word, 
being disobedient: whereunto also they were 
appointed. 


Those who do believe are secure no matter what. 


Matthew 7:24-25 Therefore whosoever heareth these 
sayings of mine, and doeth them, I will liken him unto 
a wise man, which built his house upon a rock: And 
the rain descended, and the floods came, and the 
winds blew, and beat upon that house; and it fell not: 
for it was founded upon a rock. 
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Walking Consistently 


Jeremiah 17:7-10 Blessed is the man that trusteth in 
the Lord, and whose hope the Lord is. For he shall be 
as a tree planted by the waters, and that spreadeth 
out her roots by the river, and shall not see when heat 
cometh, but her leaf shall be green; and shall not be 
careful in the year of drought, neither shall cease from 
yielding fruit. The heart is deceitful above all things, 
and desperately wicked: who can know it? | the Lord 
search the heart, | try the reins, even to give every 
man according to his ways, and according to the fruit 
of his doings. 


A decision to follow Jesus is like lifting a stone. 
Then exposing what lies underneath. 

Many creepy crawlies in the dank darkness. 
Things in our hearts hidden from God's light. 

It takes courage to agree that He clear sin away. 
Ongoing work in our lives. 


The Holy Spirits maintenance work. 


1 Corinthians 6:19-20 What? know ye not that your 
body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which is in 
you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your 
own? [20] For ye are bought with a price: 
therefore glorify God in your body, and in your 
spirit, which are God's. 


Doesn't matter how mature we are in Christ. 
We all need to have our lives examined. 
It is God’s estimation of us that counts. 


Psalm 33:11 The counsel of the Lord standeth for 
ever, the thoughts of his heart to all generations. 


We are to walk with Jesus every day. 
Revealed in how we reveal God's grace. 
The Bible is the blueprint for a worthy walk. 
We build our lives upon its precepts. 

It influences our daily decisions. 

It directs us how to respond to others. 
some choices must be made in a heartbeat. 
God's heartbeat of prayer. 

Others have long-term implications. 


We must process these through prayer and patience. 


God always entrusts us with the decision-making. 
But when we feel pressured. 

When we feel uncomfortable with something. 
When the course of action is questionable. 
We press the pause button. 

If we don't, then we will not walk consistently. 


Then we are unlikely to stay the course. 
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The Sovereignty Of God 


God is supreme over all. 


Psalm 103:19 The Lord hath prepared his throne in 
the heavens; and his kingdom ruleth over all. 


He yields to no power, authority, or glory. 

He represents perfection to an infinite degree. 

He could never be surprised, defeated, or uncertain. 
He has released a measure of freedom to man. 

He hold all who have free will responsible. 

This does not jeopardise His sovereignty. 

Yet, no one chooses to follow Him. 

All must believe on Him in order to be saved. 

He does work His will into the believer. 


Philippians 2:13 For it is God which worketh in you 
both to will and to do of his good pleasure. 


But we must still yield to Him. 


Romans 12:1-2 I beseech you therefore, brethren, 
by the mercies of God, that ye present your 
bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto 
God, which is your reasonable service. And be not 
conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by 
the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove 
what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, 
will of God. 


God is supreme. 

He controls the hearts and wills of men. 

But it is necessary to believe. 

It is only God’s will that counts for eternity. 
Man's will leads him astray towards damnation. 
God's purposes and plans are the best way. 
Will be choose to follow the sovereign Lord? 


Joshua 24:14-15 Now therefore fear the Lord, and 
serve him in sincerity and in truth: and put away 
the gods which your fathers served on the other 
side of the flood, and in Egypt; and serve ye the 
Lord. And if it seem evil unto you to serve the 
Lord, choose you this day whom ye will serve; 
whether the gods which your fathers served that 
were on the other side of the flood, or the gods of 


the Amorites, in whose land ye dwell: but as for 
me and my house, we will serve the Lord. 
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God’s Workmanship 


Ephesians 2:10 For we are his workmanship, 
created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which 
God hath before ordained that we should walk in 
them. 


The Greek noun ‘poiéma’ workmanship (poem). 
Only used twice in the New Testament, 

Paul could have used six other words. 

So this is very significant. 

The verb is derived from ‘poieo’, to do or to make. 
In pagan Greek ‘poiéma’ to refers to divine creation. 
In the workmanship we become new creatures. 


2 Corinthians 5:17 Therefore if any man be in 
Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed 
away; behold, all things are become new. 


Ephesians 2:10 For we are his workmanship, 
created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which 


God hath before ordained that we should walk in 
them. 


One of these scripturally mandated works is ... 


1 Peter 3:15 But sanctify the Lord God in your 
hearts: and be ready always to give an answer to 
every man that asketh you a reason of the hope 
that is in you with meekness and fear. 


This mandate to be prepared to share our faith. 
Even in the midst of an increasingly evil world. 
Leads to the second instance of ‘poiéma’. 
Proclamation of God’s power in creation. 


Romans 1:20 For the invisible things of him from 
the creation of the world are clearly seen, being 
understood by the things that are made, even his 
eternal power and Godhead; so that they are 
without excuse. 


Our mighty Creator God is the Lord Jesus Christ. 
He has done the groundwork for us in creation. 
Especially in redemption. 

It is our responsibility to tear down false theories. 


The vain imaginations of evolution. 


And point people to His workmanship. 
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One Lord 


John 10:30 I and my Father are one. 

Jesus claims deity and oneness with God the Father. 
In response to the Jews’s question. 

John 10:24 If thou be the Christ, tell us plainly. 
Instead, Jesus spoke about sheep. 


John 10:25-29 Jesus answered them, | told you, 
and ye believed not: the works that I do in my 
Father's name, they bear witness of me. But ye 
believe not, because ye are not of my sheep, as | 
said unto you. My sheep hear my voice, and | 
know them, and they follow me: And I give unto 
them eternal life; and they shall never perish, 
neither shall any man pluck them out of my hand. 
My Father, which gave them me, is greater than 
all; and no man is able to pluck them out of my 
Father's hand. 


This is followed with | and my Father are one. 


This prompted the crowd to try and stone Him. 


Their response was rooted in the writings of Moses. 


Deuteronomy 6:4 Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God 
is one LORD. 


LORD = Jehovah. 

God = Elohim. 

Jehovah is the unique name of God. 
Elohim is the grammatical plural of God. 
Reference to the Trinity. 

This is what Jesus was now revealing. 
Jesus claims unity with the Father. 
One is plural. 

One in purpose and will. 

Jesus God’ Son. 

He is the Word made flesh. 

He is the Lamb of God. 

He is the Light of the World. 

He is the True Vine. 


He is the Good Shepherd. 


He is the Bread of Life. 
All things were made by Him. 
Our Creator. 


Yes, Jesus made His deity plain. 
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Superficial Excitement 


Luke 8:5-8 A sower went out to sow his seed: and 
as he sowed, some fell by the way side; and it was 
trodden down, and the fowls of the air devoured it. 
And some fell upon a rock; and as soon as it was 
sprung up, it withered away, because it lacked 
moisture. And some fell among thorns; and the 
thorns sprang up with it, and choked it. And other 
fell on good ground, and sprang up, and bare fruit 
an hundredfold. And when he had said these 
things, he cried, He that hath ears to hear, let him 
hear. 


This well known parable of the sower. 
The analogy of diverse soils. 

Describes the responses to the Gospel. 
Various types of hearers. 

The hearers are described by Jesus. 
How they respond to the Word of God. 


One is purely on an emotional level. 


Luke 8:13 They on the rock are they, which, when 
they hear, receive the word with joy; and these 
have no root, which for a while believe, and in 
time of temptation fall away. 


They receive the Gospel with joy. 

Matthew says they respond anon or "immediately". 
Religious emotion not grounded in truth is unstable. 
In saving faith we obey. 

It is the will of the heart (emotions). 

The teaching (mind) brought to us in the Gospel. 


Romans 6:17 But God be thanked, that ye were the 
servants of sin, but ye have obeyed from the heart 
that form of doctrine which was delivered you. 


It was merely an emotional response to Christ. 
The Gospel did not penetrate the mind. 

It was inevitable that they would turn back. 
Especially when affliction and persecution came. 
Notice it was for Christ's sake. 

They didn't really love the Lord. 


The superficial fall away. 


Matthew 13:21 Yet hath he not root in himself, but 
dureth for a while: for when tribulation or 
persecution ariseth because of the word, by and 
by he is offended. 


Let’s not be satisfied with surface impressions. 
The Word has to penetrated of our inner being. 
Otherwise the Gospel will be set aside. 


Colossians 2:6-7 As ye have therefore received 
Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in him: Rooted 
and built up in him, and stablished in the faith, as 
ye have been taught, abounding therein with 
thanksgiving. 
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Follow Him 


Matthew 4:19-20 And he saith unto them, Follow 
me, and | will make you fishers of men. And they 
straightway left their nets, and followed him. 


lt was not unusual for a man with a political cause. 
Or message to develop a following in Israel. 

It was even common to follow a religious master. 
Called him Rabbi. 

Becoming his disciple. 

What made the disciples leave the lives they knew? 
Why did they follow Christ? 

A successful rebellion against Rome? 

He had done nothing to make them think this. 

He didn’t promise them a life of luxury and ease. 
Instead hardship and hard work. 


In a new occupation as fishers of men. 


John the Baptist had prepared the way for the Lord. 
He had trained many who became Jesus’ disciples. 


John 1:35-37 Again the next day after John stood, 
and two of his disciples; And looking upon Jesus 
as he walked, he saith, Behold the Lamb of God! 
And the two disciples heard him speak, and they 
followed Jesus. 


Training by John was deemed important. 


Acts 1:20-22 For it is written in the book of Psalms, 
Let his habitation be desolate, and let no man 
dwell therein: and his bishoprick let another take. 
Wherefore of these men which have companied 
with us all the time that the Lord Jesus went in 
and out among us, Beginning from the baptism of 
John, unto that same day that he was taken up 
from us, must one be ordained to be a witness 
with us of his resurrection. 


But was not their only reason to follow Jesus. 
They had a great body of compelling evidence. 
Christ had already gained local recognition. 


Luke 4:14-15 And Jesus returned in the power of 
the Spirit into Galilee: and there went out a fame 
of him through all the region round about. And he 
taught in their synagogues, being glorified of all. 


Jesus healed Peter’s mother-in-law. 


Luke 4:38-39 And he arose out of the synagogue, 
and entered into Simon's house. And Simon's 
wife's mother was taken with a great fever; and 
they besought him for her. And he stood over her, 
and rebuked the fever; and it left her: and 
immediately she arose and ministered unto them. 


Christ had used Peter’s boat for teaching. 


Luke 5:3 And he entered into one of the ships, 
which was Simon's, and prayed him that he would 
thrust out a little from the land. And he sat down, 
and taught the people out of the ship. 


There was a miraculous catch of fish. 


Luke 5:6 And when they had this done, they 
inclosed a great multitude of fishes: and their net 
brake. 


This is why they followed Jesus. 


Luke 5:11 And when they had brought their ships 
to land, they forsook all, and followed him. 


We have a much surer testimony. 
We have much more evidence. 


Should we not follow Jesus too? 
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Tossed About 


James 1:5-6 If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask 
of God, that giveth to all men liberally But let him 
ask in faith, nothing wavering. For he that 
wavereth is like a wave of the sea driven with the 
wind and tossed. 


Contrast between faith and doubt. 


Matthew 21:21-22 If ye have faith, and doubt [same 
word as ‘waver in our text] not ye shall say unto this 
mountain, Be thou removed, and be thou cast into 
the sea; it shall be done. And all things, 
whatsoever ye shall ask in prayer, believing, ye 
shall receive. 


The doubter can be compared to ocean waves. 
Waves in contrast to the tides. 

Tides are caused by the gravitation. 

The attraction of the moon and sun. 


Wind that imparts energy to the ocean water. 


Waves crash on the shoreline. 

A wave cannot stay in one place. 

It surges onto the shore then recedes. 

It rises up and sinks down. 

It makes much froth and foam. 

It has great energy. 

The potential to cause great damage. 

This is picture of the doubting, half-believing soul. 
Willingly receiving onward and upward impulses. 
But cannot sustain them. 

Quickly sinking to former depths. 

May rise again, in an endless cycle. 

But ultimately destroyed on shoreline. 


James 1:8 A double minded man is unstable in all 
his ways. 


Doubters are very often childish. 
Doubt allows falseness in. 
Doubt us never constructive. 


Faith stays in the truth no matter the cost. 


Ephesians 4:14-15 Be no more children, tossed to 
and fro, and carried about with every wind of 
doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning 
craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive; But 
speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him 
in all things, which is the head, even Christ. 
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A Good Name 


Ecclesiastes 7:1 A good name is better than 
precious ointment; and the day of death than the 
day of one’s birth. 


Two phrases linked together. 

How is the day of death better than birth? 

What has it to do with the value of a good name? 
Solomon’s name was once mighty. 

People knew him for his wisdom. 

But he sullied his name with sin. 

People to allow their good names to be ruined. 
Through careless carnality. 

Never to fully recover from the scandal. 

Solomon had everything he needed. 


But he indulged the flesh. 


Proverbs 22:1-2 A good name is rather to be 
chosen than great riches, and loving favour rather 
than silver and gold. The rich and poor meet 
together: the LORD is the maker of them all. 


The Christian believer has a double incentive. 
To maintain a good name. 

For our words and deeds reflect Christ. 

Sin will damage us like it did David ... 


2 Samuel 12:14 Howbeit, because by this deed 
thou hast given great occasion to the enemies of 
the Lord to blaspheme. 


Many enemies are eagerly watching us. 
Why give them occasion to blaspheme? 


James 2:7 Do not they blaspheme that worthy 
name by the which ye are called? 


Our good names anticipates the day of death. 
Christ has promised. 


Revelation 3:12 Him that overcometh will | make a 
pillar in the temple of my God, and he shall go no 
more out: and | will write upon him the name of 
my God, and the name of the city of my God, 
which is new Jerusalem, which cometh down out 


of heaven from my God: and | will write upon him 
my new name. 


That will indeed be a good name. 


One we shall enjoy forever. 
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Remember Lot’s Wife 


Luke 17:32 Remember Lot's wife. 
The Second Coming is the context. 
There’s a comparison with Noah's and Lot's day. 


Luke 17:26-27 And as it was in the days of Noe, so 
shall it be also in the days of the Son of man. They 
did eat, they drank, they married wives, they were 
given in marriage, until the day that Noe entered 
into the ark, and the flood came, and destroyed 
them all. 


Luke 17:28-30 Likewise also as it was in the days 
of Lot; they did eat, they drank, they bought, they 
sold, they planted, they builded; But the same day 
that Lot went out of Sodom it rained fire and 
brimstone from heaven, and destroyed them all. 
Even thus shall it be in the day when the Son of 
man is revealed. 


This is the spirit of the world. 


Preoccupied with worldly things. 


Nothing wrong with the things mentioned, but ... 
They do consume people's thinking today. 

TV, magazines, newspapers proves this. 

The very essence of backsliding just as open sin. 
Condemned because they are self-centred. 

No time for God. 

Lot’s wife is an example of this. 

A warning to professed believers. 

She escaped the destruction of Sodom. 

But her heart remained in Sodom. 

Many have the world in their hearts. 

They will be condemned with the world. 


Genesis 19:26 But his wife looked back from 
behind him, and she became a pillar of salt. 


Wasn't a mere glance to see what was happening to . 
Abraham looked at Sodom too. 


Genesis 19:27-28 And Abraham gat up early in the 
morning to the place where he stood before the 
Lord: And he looked toward Sodom and 
Gomorrah, and toward all the land of the plain, 


and beheld, and, lo, the smoke of the country went 
up as the smoke of a furnace. 


She wanted to return to the city. 
She broke an explicit command of God. 


Genesis 19:17 And it came to pass, when they had 
brought them forth abroad, that he said, Escape 
for thy life; look not behind thee. 


The believer must never look back in this fashion. 


Luke 9:62 No man, having put his hand to the 
plough, and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of 
God. 


This is why Paul says, 


Romans 12:2 And be not conformed to this world: 
but be ye transformed by the renewing of your 
mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and 
acceptable, and perfect, will of God. 
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Blessed Assurance 


Isaiah 32:17 And the work of righteousness shall 
be peace; and the effect of righteousness 
quietness and assurance for ever. 


Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine, Oh what a 
foretaste of glory divine. 


This assurance for ever. 

It gives true peace of soul. 

It offers quietness of spirit. 

The product of the work of righteousness. 

We have received Christ's work of righteousness. 
It is by faith alone. 


2 Corinthians 5:21 For he hath made him to be sin 
for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made 
the righteousness of God in him. 


Romans 4:5 To him that worketh not, but believeth 
on him that justifieth the ungodly, his faith is 
counted for righteousness. 


Salvation is our priceless possession. 
Righteousness has been imputed, through faith. 
We have the assurance of salvation. 

Only experienced by saved believers. 

Those who practice the work of righteousness. 
If we have it, then we manifest it. 


Hebrews 6:9-11 But, beloved, we are persuaded 
better things of you, and things that accompany 
salvation, though we thus speak. For God is not 
unrighteous to forget your work and labour of 
love, which ye have shewed toward his name, in 
that ye have ministered to the saints, and do 
minister. And we desire that every one of you do 
shew the same diligence to the full assurance of 
hope unto the end. 


We know that we are saved simply through faith. 
Faith in Christ’s finished work. 
Faith in what He said in His Word. 


1 John 5:13 These things have | written unto you 
that believe on the name of the Son of God; that 


ye may know that ye have eternal life, and that ye 
may believe on the name of the Son of God. 


Nevertheless faith must be genuine, 
God has given us this test of faith. 


1 John 2:3 And hereby we do know that we know 
him, if we keep his commandments. 


This is surely blessed assurance of salvation. 


It is a foretaste of glory divine! 
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Blessed Boldness 


Hebrews 10:19 Having therefore, brethren, 
boldness to enter into the holiest by the blood of 
Jesus. 


Only the High Priest was allowed to enter. 
Only once a year on the day of atonement. 

A very heavy veil separated the Holy of Holies. 
The veil was removed in Christ. 

Through the one final and perfect sacrifice. 


Matthew 27:51 The veil of the temple was rent in 
twain from the top to the bottom. 


Symbolises open access to the presence of God. 


Hebrews 10:20 By a new and living way, which he 
hath consecrated for us, through the veil, that is 
to say, his flesh. 


We no longer must go by way of religion. 


We can enter directly by Jesus’ Blood. 


Because of Christ we can come boldly. 
Not arrogantly or presumptuously, by faith. 


Hebrews 4:15-16 For we have not an high priest 
which cannot be touched with the feeling of our 
infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as we 
are, yet without sin. Let us therefore come boldly 
unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain 
mercy, and find grace to help in time of need. 


We can also have confidence. 
Same Greek word as for boldness. 
After praying for boldness ... 


Acts 4:33 With great power gave the apostles 
witness of the resurrection of the Lord Jesus: and 
great grace was upon them all. 


So the same boldness causes us to come unto God. 


Ephesians 3:12 In whom we have boldness and 
access with confidence by the faith of him. 
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How Do You Smell? 


Be ye therefore followers of God, as dear children; 
And walk in love, as Christ also hath loved us, and 
hath given himself for us an offering and a 
sacrifice to God for a sweet-smelling savour 
(Ephesians 5:1-2) 


Incense has a variety of usages. 
Mainly related to the blood sacrifice. 


Exodus 30:1,6 And thou shalt make an altar to burn 
incense upon:...And thou shalt put it before the 
vail that is by the ark of the testimony, before the 
mercy seat that is over the testimony, where | will 
meet with thee. 


Without it was impossible to meet with God. 
It was to be offered both morning and evening. 


Exodus 30:7-8 And Aaron shall burn thereon sweet 
incense every morning: when he dresseth the 
lamps, he shall burn incense upon it. And when 
Aaron lighteth the lamps at even, he shall burn 


incense upon it, a perpetual incense before the 
Lord throughout your generations. 


Great care was to be taken in its preparation. 


Exodus 30:34-36 And the Lord said unto Moses, 
Take unto thee sweet spices, stacte, and onycha, 
and galbanum; these sweet spices with pure 
frankincense: of each shall there be a like weight: 
And thou shalt make it a perfume, a confection 
after the art of the apothecary, tempered together, 
pure and holy: And thou shalt beat some of it very 
small, and put of it before the testimony in the 
tabernacle of the congregation, where | will meet 
with thee: it shall be unto you most holy. 


Must not to be used for any other purpose. 


Exodus 30:37-38 And as for the perfume which 
thou shalt make, ye shall not make to yourselves 
according to the composition thereof: it shall be 
unto thee holy for the Lord. Whosoever shall make 
like unto that, to smell thereto, shall even be cut 
off from his people. 


In the New Testament it’s a different principle. 
The incense is Jesus Christ. 
He freely offering Himself. 


An example to us to live a life of sacrifice and love. 


While He was the final sacrifice, we are to 


Romans 12:1 | beseech you therefore, brethren, by 
the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a 
living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which 
is your reasonable service. 


Philippians 4:18 But | have all, and abound: | am 
full, having received of Epaphroditus the things 
which were sent from you, an odour of a sweet 
smell, a sacrifice acceptable, wellpleasing to God. 


To God our life of sacrifice is a sweet-smelling savour. 


2 Corinthians 2:14-15 Now thanks be unto God, 
which always causeth us to triumph in Christ, and 
maketh manifest the savour of his knowledge by 
us in every place. For we are unto God a sweet 
savour of Christ, in them that are saved, and in 
them that perish. 


Without this we cannot approach God. 


With it we are a “sweet savour of Christ.” 
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Joy To The World 


Luke 2:9-12 And, lo, the angel of the Lord came 
upon them, and the glory of the Lord shone round 
about them: and they were sore afraid. And the 
angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, | bring 
you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all 
people. For unto you is born this day in the city of 
David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord. And this 
shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe 
wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger. 


Joy to the World, the Lord is come! 
Let earth receive her King. 
Let every heart prepare Him room. 
And heaven and nature sing ... 
(Isaac Watts 1719). 


Every Christmas carolers sing those words. 
Maybe they are a lifeline to the ocean of humanity. 
Every “fish” surely bits sometime. 

The message can reel in sinners. 

Give them something truly good to taste. 


Joy instead of misery. 
Heaven instead of Hell. 


Psalm 34:8 O taste and see that the Lord is good: 
blessed is the man that trusteth in him. 


Joy came to the world because of God's love. 
He gave us His Son. 
So that all the world might have the opportunity. 


John 3:16 For God so loved the world, that he gave 
his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth 
in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. 


The impact of Christ’s birth will never diminish. 
Despite the enemies’ attempts to stop it. 
The world would not hold the what could be said. 


John 21:25 And there are also many other things 
which Jesus did, the which, if they should be 
written every one, | suppose that even the world 
itself could not contain the books that should be 
written. Amen. 


Think of all the lives He has transformed. 
Imagine if the testimonies were penned. 


Nehemiah 8:10 For the joy of the Lord is your 
strength. 


The people celebrated the Feast of Tabernacles. 
There was great joy, after sharing God’s Word. 
This season, we too can rejoice! 

We rejoice because of the Saviour’s birth. 

Rejoice in His purpose in coming. 

Rejoice in the inheritance He left us. 

What will we rejoice about this Christmas season? 
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Ready, Steady, Go 


2 Timothy 4:2 Preach the word; be instant in 
season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort 
with all long suffering and doctrine. 


Paul’s charge just before his martyrdom, 

Urgently needed by Christians in those early days. 
There was persecution and apostasy. 

These words are appropriate today. 

The admonition to “be instant’ is worth special note. 
The Greek word ephistemi is translated several ways. 
Be present ... Be at hand ... Be ready. 

The main idea is simply to be there. 

To do what needs to be done. 

Its the Christian’s responsibility to be there. 

With the right words from the Word of God. 


Words of exhortation. 


Words of doctrine. 
Words of reproof if needed. 
Even when rebuffed by the hearer. 


Colossians 4:6 Let your speech be always with 
grace, seasoned with salt, that ye may know how 
ye ought to answer every man. 


Not only when it’s seems the right time. 

It applies when it feels uncomfortable to speak up. 
Be instant out of season, as well as in season. 
We must always be “on call” when God calls. 

Paul was a good example of this. 


2 Timothy 4:7 | have fought a good fight, | have 
finished my course, | have kept the faith. 


2 Timothy 3:10 Thou hast fully known my doctrine, 
manner of life, purpose, faith, longsuffering, 
charity, patience. 


He used the same word (ephistem/) about his death. 


2 Timothy 4:6 | am now ready to be offered, and the 
time of my departure is at hand. 


He was always ready to speak for the Lord. 


He was ready to go to be with Him. 


